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* many, not only curious, but candid and ſerious pers 
ſons in England, who are Jovers of the truth, and will 
not judge of men and things by what common fame res, 
ports, have defired to ſee an authentic account of the 


\ conſtitution of the Unitas Fratram, I am glad that it is in 
my power to gratify them by this tranſlation, 


| Wrozven knows the Rev. Mr. Spangenbirs- (and they 
are not few in Germany, England, and yr! ll nt 
deſire any other proof of the authenticity of this account 
than the teſtimony he has given of it in his preface, that 


Lit is ſirialy true.” 


I nave tranſlated this piece as literally as poſſible. Not 


the ſtyle, but the ſenſe of the author was my object, and i 


it is intelligible, it is all I aimed at. 


| | SE Yan ns „ 0 ales 3 

Sou terms and phraſes will be found in this piece, which 
are not uſual in our language, but peculiar to the Brethren, 
for inſtance, Congregation-houſes, Choir-houſes, Tropus, 
Singing-hour, Evening bleſſing, &e. Every community 
and ſociety has ſome peculiarities of this kind; and a na- 
tural propenſity in the Brethren to uniformity has, without 


premeditation, been the reaſon why they have retained 


theſe terms in all countries. Although an attentive reader 
would not be much at a loſs about the meaning of ſuch 


terms and phraſes, yet I have added an explanation to ſome 
of them in the notes. | 5 5 


As the writer of this account reſided in Germaily, it is 


natural that what is ſaid of the courſe of Fromm congre- 


gations aroſe from the proceedings and the regulatio of 


of the meetings in thoſe epngregations neareſt to him. Vet 
the account of the Unity in general, and of the regulations 
in each congregation, is ſtrictly true; as all the congtega 
tions agree in ſentiments and a& uniformly, as far as their 


local ſituation and other circumſtances will permit. 
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iv TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE; 


CranTz's- hi of the Brethren is frequently quoted. 


The firſt edition of this hiſtory was publiſhed in Germany | 


in the year 1771, and the ſecond edition in 1772. But it 
has not been publiſhed as yet in England. It is tranſlated, 


and almoſt ready for the preſs, and will be publiſhed as 


ſoon as can conveniently be. It is a ſammary view of the 
ancient, as well as an hiſtorical account of the renewed and 


revived-church of the Brethren. - 


Ir is eh to be deſired, that all the children vf God 
and followers of a cruciſied Jeſus, ' though under different 


forms and outward conſtitutions, may really know each 


other; for if they know, they muſt love. Thoſe born of 


the ſame ſpirit, will not, cannot, quarrel with and hate 


each other on account of a difference in their private opini- 
ons about non- eſſentials in theory or uſages; their hearts 


muſt ſay, and not only ſay, but feel with St. Paul, when he 
writes, Peace be unto all thoſe who love the Lord Jeſus 
in ſincerity.” The principles of the Brethren, in this re- 
ſpect, have been a means of removing from many minds 
the prejudices of education, and that narrow hearted bigo- 
try, which deprives too many of inexpreſlible 'pleaſure, 
and which immures even kind and benevolent minds, till 


under its influence, that they cannot, 3 impelled, 


ſtep forward to enjoy the pleaſant fight of the good that 


may be in their fellow creatures and fellow chriſtians. On 


this account the conſtitution of the Tropuſſes in the con- 


gregation of the Brethren, as deſcribed in the ſecond part, 


rom F 2. to the ioth. is of great importance to them, 
both with reſpect to their mutual connexions within their 
own circle, and their communion with chriſtians of other 
denominations. In their own circle, they are happy in 
the union of their hearts in the fundamental articles, and 
it is a- great addition to their happineſs; that they can em- 


brace, with ſincere and heart- felt affection, as their Bre- 


thren, the members of the church of England and other 
chriſtian denominations, who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſinceritʒ. . | 


+ Tas views of the Ruler of the whole earth, who is the 
gown Redeemer of ſinners, in the particular diſpen- 


ations of his providence 3 1 and things, are 
ighted man to decide up- 


generally too deep for poor ſhort- 
| 1 55 Is, ON, 
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* 
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and goodneſs. 


Taus when I read the lamentations of Amos Comenius, 

in his book entitled, An Eæbortatien of the Churches Bobe- 
mia to the Church of England, &c. dedicated to Charles II. 
at his returning to England, and printed in Engliſſi in 
1661; and of Joſhua Tymarchus, who wrote the preface, 
and of ſundry others; as if God ſeemed to abandon the 


TAN OIAT OAS PRIE TAW... „ 


4 Offi beforehand; | but he is always juſtified in his ways, ; 


and when he has executed his purpoſe, and it becomes 
thereby manifeſt to us, we muſt then adore his wifdgap 


e 


ancient church of the Brethren, which he had preſerved 
for ſo many centuries, notwithſtanding the cruel and al- 
moſt continual perſecutions they ſuffered, and as though 


he would permit it to become totally extin& : I think, had 


theſe good men lived to this day, they would rejoice and 
adore the Lord, who, by a wonderful chain of divine 


providences has, by means of their oppreflion, renewed and 
. revived the Unitas Fratrum. They would rejoice to fee the 


Unity of the Brethren adhering to the Word of the Croſs; 
loving all the children of God in all the denominations of 


| Chriſtendom, and yet keeping, in their own circle to the eſ- 


ſential parts of rites, uſages, and diſcipline of the 
ancient Brethren, practically applying the principles of 
the ſynod of Sendomir ; and that the Lord has made them 
inſtrumental to bring thouſands of heathen to the happy 
experience of redeeming grace. | 


May all who read this treatiſe, be induced to pray for 
the Brethren, who, conſcious of their own poverty, with to 
grow in grace to the glory of Jeſus, the head and biſhop of 
our ſouls, and join in the aſpiration of the good old ve? 5 
Comenius at the concluſion of the book mentioned above: 


Come, Lord Jeſus! repair us after thy own good plea- 


fare, reſtore to thy church the bands of unity, reſtore the 
beauty of order, reſtore the reverence of their government, 


| reſtore the fervor of thy 8 755 ; that the kingdom of God 
may ſuffer violence, as o 


old, Amen !””* 


* 1 will add the concluſion of this aſpiration, as it cloſes his book. He 
proceeds: Or, if this age be paſt cure and incorrigible, irreformable, 
take down the ſtage of the world, that we may enter upon that bleſſed 
kingdom, where ſhall be unity without diſtraction, order without confuſion, 
love without intermiſſion, and God ſhall be all in all, for ever and ever, 

Amen 1 | . 
L 1 TAE 


vi TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE, 


Taz univerſal, or, as it is called by Proteſtants, the 
catholic church of Chriſt, is not confined to any one 
parts but we are perſuaded its members are ſcattered up and 

own in all parts of the earth, and under every chriſtian 
denomination. The Brethren pray for, not only mutual 
forbearance, but that all who are living members of the 
church of Chriſt may, though under different forms, unite _ 
in love, and being, in truth, under the true Shepherd and 
Biſhop of ſouls, ſhew that they are one in heart and ſpirit, 
as he and his Father are one, according to our Lord's prayer 
„ Tg, Þ 
1 Tus Taaxs Aron. 


* * 


PRE. 


PREFACE: 


FT FERE ina brief account of the Unitas Fratrum, and 
H of its outward and inward conſtitution, | 


* 


Ix it ſhould afford any ſatisfaction to the public, the 
thanks belong to Dr. Walch of Goettingen. | 


* Tais worthy divine defired a member of the Unity, who 
had attended his lectures, and who had lately left the uni- 
verſity of Goettingen, to procure him ſuch an aceount. 


As I have hitherto obſerved, that many perſons ground 
what they ſpeak and write of the Brethren upon teſtimonies 
which are neither true in the whole nor in part; it has 
been the more pleaſing and important to find, for ſome | 
time paſt, that many take pains to obtain a thorough V 
and certain knowledge of them. Not only learned and pi- | 

ous men, who are in public offices, but alſo 2 of high, 
yea, of the higheſt rank, have been inclined, either to take 
| a view of the Brethren and their affairs, in perſon, or to 
"n acquire authentic accounts of the Brethren in ſome other 


IA therefore greatly obliged to Dr. Walch, that he d 
has, in this manner. deſired the Brethren themſelves to give 
him an account of their preſent ſtate es. 9. 8915 


| H x wiſhed, that firſt, the congregations and miſſions 

might be mentioned ; this is done, and for the ſake of bre- 
vity the reader 1s referred to Crantz's Hiſt. of the Bre- 
thren d. He next deſired for ſuch a deſcription of the ; 
inward and outward conſtitution of the Unitas Fratrum as 
might give a clear idea of their preſent ſtate ; this appeared 
to be the ſcope of bis intended purpoſe, and is attempted 
in this piece. 8 oh 


Is 8 


; 2 a The reaſon of Dr. Walch's defiring this, was, to inſert it in 2 work 
be was publiſhing, under the title of, Neueſte Religions Geſchichte, Lemgo 


Zvo, 1773. and he has accordingly inſerted this conciſe account of the Bre- 
thren in F Tranſlator.] | 


d This hiftory was publiſhed in German in the year 1771, and a tranſ- 
lation of it is. preparing for the preſs in England. [The Tranſlator. ] 
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viii PAT ACE: 

Tais account is written with all poſſible plainneſs, tho? 

brief, for which reaſon many things are omitted which may 

be found in Crantz's hiſtory, e 
T wilt only add the following obſervations : © 

1. Tnouc this conciſe account is only to be looked 


upon as the work of a private perſon, yet it is ſtrictly true. 


2. Ir will appear evidently from this account, that the 


conſtitution of the congregations of the Brethren is in no 
wiſe ſuited to national churches or eſtabliſhed religions. It 
would be not only a folly, but highly blameable, if any 
one propoſed, that the conſtitution of the Brethren ſhould 
be introduced into any national church or religion. 'The 
kingdom of Chriſt would, not only, not gain any thing, 
but, would certainly ſuffer much thereby. © 
- 3. Taz Brethren have, indeed, the greateſt reaſon to 
thank our Saviour for the conſtitution which he has granted 
to them, and to watch over and . preſerve it as a treaſure ; 
for it has been hitherto, through the grace of God, a bleſs- 
ing to them; but they are convinced, that this their con- 
ſtitution is not the building itſelf, but the ſcaffolding. The 
eſſential part is, that a poor ſinner becomes, through faith, 
partaker of the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of 


God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. When this is 


the caſe, there will alſo certainly be found the fruits of the 
Spirit, love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, purity, temperance, ce. 

4. Ir the Brethren ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to depart 
from the Lord in their hearts ; and the world, and what 
is in the world, namely, the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eye, and the pride of life, ſhould become again their aim, 
nothing is more certain than that their whole building 
muſt drop to pieces : for the preſent conſtitution of the 


Unity of the Brethren cannot be ſupported, unleſs the 


Holy Ghoſt guides the helm, unleſs our Saviour remains the _ 
Head of the congregation, and our dear Father in heaven 


bleſſes and preſerves the whole and the parts. 


May he henceforth preſerve us all in grace, 

And bleſs his own in ev'ry land and place. | 

| | Auguſt, Gottlieb Spangenberg. 
Barby, Dec. 12, 1772. WY wo 0 
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UNITAS FRATRUM 


N * N an TER, of the preſent Conſtitution 
of the Unitas Fratrum, the Reader will 


, look for, 


n 1. A Lit of the Places where the Cons 
gregations and Miſſions of the Brethren are at preſent To 


ted, 


I. A Deſcription of their Inward, a 


Wig Of their outward. Conſtitution, 1 + = 


Thus this Account wal be divided into three Pi” 


PART k 


A Liſt of the "VE where the Congregations and 4 Miſtons 
of the Brethren 2 are at N ſettled. 


H E places where 1 the congregations of the Brethren 


are(at preſendſertled, are of different kinds ,and-many—— 


„ bten lected by the Brethren on ſpots which were not 


at all inhabited n — 
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are called 
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2 ru PRESENT CONSTITUTION 


embers bf the gregation ſhould dwell there, and that 


they might be tirely unmixed with others. Theſe places 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe Congregation- places; for ex- 
errnhuth , 1 Gnadenfrey b, F n Bethle- 


5 have built their place of wor- 
ſhip and the dwelling-houſes of the members of the con- 


| gregation, contiguous to ſome towns and villages inhabi- 


ted by other people, yet in ſuch a manner, that cheir build- 


ings ſtand together on one ſpot, or in the ſame ſtreet, and 


I admity-ſome-more"atid- 


_ are,..as-much-as-circumitances-will- 
ſome lefs ſeparated from the. reſt of che public or private 


buildings.” of. | Theſe are called in a 
ane extenſive ſenſe Chis plate Auch are re Neuſal, 
„Neuwied u, Ochkbrook , 1 


7 


a zer congtegations of dhe Rechen 
the members of which do not dwell together, but are ſcat» 
tered in the cities, or towns, or in the country round about, 
they houever aſſemble in the ſame place of worſhip, and— 
cheir regulations are ſuited -to-their-eireumſtances, Theſe 
are called, City and Country Congregations, for- ãnſtance, 

, c. 


2 In Upper Luſatia. 
d In Sileſia, ; 
© In the county of Vork in England, 

d In Penſilvania, 
e In North Carolina, 
7 Tn the kingdom of Aftracan. 

s In Sileſia. 
Þ Upon the Rhine in Germany. 
* In Derbyſhire, in England. 
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eon gregations, gathered 


— 


Herrnhauth and Lichtenfels 
nunk *, (that is, the city of peace) in North-America, alſo 
at Sharon on the Samarica in 
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/ 
rr * diſtinction s to be made with ah to the 


miſſions. of the Brethren, an ong the heathen, Some of the 


_ by the goſpel from the 
heathen, dwell together in 


Greenland, at Langentoute- 


rinand. Theſe may be pro- 
perly called Place- Congregatiany of the converted heathen. 
Others of the heathen, who hay been brought to Chriſt by 


the miniſtry of the Brethren, live diſperſed, as the negroes 


in the Weſt India iſlands, ang the Indians on the Corentyn 
in gurinam; but they c * to the preaching and to par- 


take of the ſacraments the church or meeting-houſe, 


Wich the miſſionaries/have built near their own dwellings: 


Theſe may be 


n the moſt proper ſenſe, Miffon-Settle- 


nents, By this deſeription every reader will be able to de- 


termine, to which e of theſe claſſes 
fion of the Brethren belongs. N 


ch congregation or miſ- 
they ſhall be mentioned 


according to che countries and governments ander winch 


ON = 


oy In the Empire of Germany, and firſt under the 
ELECTOR of SAXONY. 


HzRRN RUTH in Upper Lu/atia, on the 0 road be- 
tween Lebau and Zittau, upon the manor of Berthel/dorf, 


lately the domain of Count Zinzendorff, and now of Ba- 


roneſs de Wattewille. This place was- begun in the year 

* Since the publication of this book in German, ſome circumſtances 
have cauſed the Indian Brethren to leave Langentoutenunk, and they have 
formed two Congregation-Places of Indian Brethren ten miles from each 


| other, the one at Schoenbrunn, and the other at Gnadenhuetten, both oa 


the river * which runs into the Ohio. N Tranfla: or. ] 
Ke i. 2 5 A 


e place; for inſtance, New 


J C47 


Fein 


1 6 WW”) 17 rr ur ien 


1722, and this 
mation of 1 Its 
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Nuxe v alſo in Undo" Hatia, upon his Manor of "_— 
twelve miles from Goerlitz. 'FhisPlace-was begun i in the 
year t7 exiles from Rohemia. Here is at preſent 
of dhe Unity of the Brethren. See 


Breen Modern Bl, Pate, $113 


41 


4 offers Werke, als in Upper Ace * . 
miles from Budiſſin on the road to Berlin, was begun in 
1756, and is built very near the old village of the ſame 
name. Moſt of the members of this congregation are 4 
the eee nation. e 


Ar Barsy in the county of the ſame name, twenty-four 
miles from Magdeburg, a congregation of the Brethren has 
been gathered ever ſince the year 1748, after the govern- 
ment had given the palace and bailiwick to Count Henry 
the 28th Reuſs, and others on a leaſe, and had granted the 
chapel of the palace to the congregation of the Brethren 
for their divine worſhip. The Theological Seminary of the 
Unity is in this place: in this ſeminary or college ſtu- 
dents are Prepared for future ſervice among chriſtians or 
heathens, oF Crantz' $ Hill. of che Brethren, Modern Hi Hitt, 
Part vi. 5 147. 5 N 


| The Pedagogium, where the va intended for ſcholars, after they 
have learned the firſt rudiments of the learned languages, are prepared for 


the er or college of the N [The Tranflator.] 
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N NADAU, on * le ddoral domain Hoeben, fix miles from 
Barby, and eighteen from Magdeburg. In the year 1765. 
the government gave the palace of Barby, with its ap- 
purtenances, and the domain Doeben, to Count Henry 
the 25th Reuſs, upon a perpetual leaſe, with the vier 

| that a ſettlement _ might be made here, after the man- 
ner of the Brethren's Congregation-Places ; whereupon 4 
Beginning was made to build ſuch a 1 in che year 1967» 


not far from Doeben, See Cranrz's Hiſt, of the Prethn 
"Modern "Hiſt. Part x. 5 277. OY | ee 1 
II. Under the Government of the Kine of Pa USSIAs 


- GnaDENBERs,: in the principality of lauer i in Silefia,, 
en the manor called Groſs Krauſche, three. miles from 


| Bunzlau, wazbegun 1 in the year 1743s afterhaving received © 


ee Crantz's Hiſt, of ** 
; benen. ann Part v. $111. P. ix. $248. - - 


"an, in ** 8 of Schweidniz in 
Sileſia, about nine miles from Reichenbach, on the manor of 


Oberpeilau, was alſo begun in the year 1743. This een- 


— —ꝛ—mů·ͤ 
duden Hit, Part v.53. P. Say. vo. et 


den r wage: 


—to.credin 1745, near the town of Neuſalze on the Oder. 


This ſettlement of the Brethren was, by order of the king, N 


1 laid out in a regular manner in the year 1744, and was in a 
very flouriſhing condition before the laſt war in Sileſia. But 
in the year 1 759 it was plundered in a cruel manner and ; 

totally reduced to aſhes, The loſs. the Brethren ſuſtained, 


hereby in worldly goods was great, but all the Brethren. 


— —U— ei) 8. Ae — —— 
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: and Siſters, hing · in nen the kick and children, apa 


from the flames, and after many and various difficoltiey 
they arrived 1 in the neighbouring congregations, in. Sile- | 
ſia and Upper Luſatia, ſafe and well. In 1763, the re- 
building of this place was taken in hand by the defire of 
government, and a congregation of the Brethren has been 
again ſettled there fince that time. See Crantz's Hiſt, of the 


Brethren. Modern Hil. Part ii, f 3. P. ix. 1247, & 251 


Tus Sileſtan congregations an ee ner 


| who reſides in Sileſia; 


In BxRILIx, a Bohemian congregation of the Brethren, 


| adhering to the Auguſtan confeſſion, has been gathered to- 


ever ſince the year 1944, and they declared their 


mnt 


—Fitiments before a royal commiſſion in the year 1747. 
They have a public Congregation-Houſe® , in which they 


| have divine worſhip agreeable to the conftitution of the 


Brethren's congregation. See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Bre- 
thren. moser bit. 1 vi. $ 164. P. Vil. F 208. f 


A180 1 in 1 did mans, Sons n 4 in ho 
yoar 1737, a W r * the Brethren 55 the — 


— 3 — —” 


Houſe and place for es peo The congregation 


here was plundered in a very ſevere manner in the year 
3760, but at the ſame time experienced from the hands of 
God a gracious preſervation of their perſons, | Fee Crantz's 


- Hiſt. mid hp en Hiſt. . . To 204 


L 248. ; > K 


| = Congregation: Hooker 3 crefhed for public 2 in ich 

the miniſter and other labourers dwell; and in the ſame houſe is frequently - 
à large halt or chapeh, either for public W or hav e wake or 

1 2 88 [The Tranſlator. ] L e BIR r 
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. Ne en ol K 5th 
= "ir een Carine ale 1 
| mmꝛe Brethren, They have a public place bf worſhip, and en- 
1 joy-undiſtarded liberty, This congregation was begun an- 
Ader the eee eee, | 


Dae ee Royal Pruffian edicts in WIS eee. | 
gelical Brethren who adhese to the Auguſtan confeſioa, 
which were iſſued on the agth of December, 1742, and 3 
repeated on the 7th of May 1746, and renewed on the | 
18th of July 1763. See Crantz's hiſt. of the Brethren, | 
Modern Hiſt. Part v. 5 110 & 111. P. ix. $ 251, | 


HI. Under the Government of the Dux x or Sax#@0THA, 


Nabbrrzsbokrv, fifteen miles from Gotha and H 
8 from Erfuth. In che year 1742 a conſiderable number of i 
Birethren of the Lutheran 
many difficulries'they have been in a more proſperous Rate 
Ace the year 17 3, and received in 1764 a grant from the | 
government. Since then the congregation has Increaſed —| 
conſiderably in the number of their members and in their 
buiſtings. Ste Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern [ 
Hist. Part v. § 109. e eee 
| 
| 


r.. #79: 


vv; 99 che Me of 8 Rrvss. e 


© EBzR8DORF in Yoigtland. There has been in this hd 
ſince the end of the former century, an Ecclefiola (a pious 
ſociety) . W ee and aſter _ 


| n n 0 ein Pate 
2. from $+ to the 20th, N Tranſlator.] | 
riciſſitudes, | 


S ru rer eonon 


viciſſitudes, they ſought in the year 1745 to eſtabliſh an en · 
© tire union with the congregations-of the Brethren; Thus 
it came to 'paſs; that a regular congregation of the Bre- 
thren was eſtabliſhed there; a piece of land was ceded to | 
them by the reigning Count, that they might enlarge their "EL 
j ſettlement, and an act in favour of the evangelical Bre. £86.) 
| 
.thren's congregation was iſſued in the year 1761. See 
.Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren. — * es 
86. * vi. 5 13% P. ix. 5 254: | 


v. ate a Goverament of the CounT or a . 


AT l a congregation of French reformed Bre» — |. 
thren and Siſters, who emigrated from Herrnhaag, was be- | 
Fun. The reigning Count gave them a grant of the neceſ- v8 
: fary privileges in the year 1751s and renewed the ſaid grant : 
— — in a more ample manner in the year 1756. The Brethren + | ( 
were put in poſſeſſion of a ſquare of the city, for the uſe of 
the congregation, to erect on it their place of worſhip and 
Congregation - Houſe, and other neceſſary buildings for the 
choirs and families; and ſince then a pretty numerous con- 
gregation is collected here. The greateſt part of the con- 
gregation- members are French reformed, yet as ſeveral 
Germans moved thither from time to time, divine worſhip, 
is performed there in both theſe languages alternately. See, 
Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren, Modern Hiſt, Part vi, 
9158. P. viii. $ 105 & 213. | 


VI. In the arab Provineks. th 


95 Zerer„ i in the Province of Utrecht, a nn Was 
made in 1748 to a Congregation - place in two ſquares 
between the palace and the village. The congregation has 

built in the year 1768 à new Congregation · houſe and place 
e 8 Fs Ne of 


f 
| 


js 
8 r 
— * >. > MC 3 ˖jcçꝙ a, 8 tents 
- 


by +2 681446 ine y 


of wotthip, and enjoy compleat church-liberty under the 
bovernment of the ftates of Utrecht. The preaching of 
the goſpel here, both in the German and Dutch languages; 
is attended by many from other places. See Crantz s Hiſt; 
of the. Brethren. Modern Hiſt, Part vi, \ 1315 F. wii. 


9195. F. x. 5277. | TEEN 


" Is ien there has adi a co | 2 


3 Brethren ever ſince the e year 1738. They have had a place # 


of worſhip there theſe many years paſt, and live quiet and 


| undiſturbed. See Crantz? s Hiſt. of the Brethren, Modern 


Hiſt, Part v. $.107., 


In Hamza is alſo. a ſmall congregation of the Bre- | 


thren, who have alſo public worſhip. 


A. 


— 
W 
r n _—_— 
l att rr" % 


Tex Unitas Fratrum Wee alfo ſeveral et in the 


e, ee ee ne h the fol» 


pa cl 


"Im Paranauno! 13 2 ſmall Me * 
dwell there to receive the miſſionaries from Europe, to for- 
ward them to their poſts among the heathen, and to pro- 


vide them with neceſſaries. They have a houſe of their 


own, and maintain themſelves, as the Brethren ſeek to do 
every 8 with che work of their hands. 


In Sua nos on the Sarabdled)1 is 1 1 
out of he Amavack nation. It was begun in the year 1757, 
0 It is 1 a W becauſe none « beſide thoſe belong 
ing to the family are members of the congregation; and though the fa- 
mily is ſmall, they have among themſelves the 696 

n n b | 
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and conſiſted of ſome baptized Indians, who were obliged 


to by, from. the rebellious nogrees i in * The e was 


3 2, on hed river -Corentyn on the borders of eee 
here the Indians, who live ſcattered on their Caſſabi plan- 
tations, are mifliſtered unto in the goſpel, by ſome miffion- 
aries, See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, Modern Hiſt, 


Pet ix. § 268 7. 


In 1436] a, not far from the head of the river Saramica, 
the Brethren have a miſſion among the free negroes ever 
ſince the year 1765. This is, as may be eafily conceived, 
one, of the moſt toilſome and moſt difficult miſſions, but 
has however brought forth j joyous fruit, as a negroe captain 
Arabini is become a believer in the Lord Jeſus, is bap- 
tized, and walks worthy of the goſpel 2. 


VII. Under the Government of Gx EAT BA TTA IA there 
are, in Europe, in North America, and in the Weſt-In- 
dia Iſlands, ſundry e ang ** of N 
Brethren. 15 . 

_ Is Lox box there has Soy a c—— of the Bre- 

thren ever ſince the year 1742. They have a chapel in 

Nevil's-court, Fetter-lane, and another 1 in Chelſea ; near 

the laſt is their burying-· ground. There is divine ſervice in 

both of theſe chapels every Sunday. See Crantz's Hiſt, of 

Brethren, | Modern Hiſt, Part vi. 5 134. 


y See alſo; A ſuceinct View of the Miſſions eſtabliſhed among the 


Heathen, by the Chucch of the Brethren, Page 1 & ha [The Ss 


Tator.] 
4 Since this was publithed' in Germany, the ow negroes "ORE 9 "BOY 


from Quama to Bambey or Quaſee, and the Miſſionaries with them, 
(The Tranſlator, ] 


are educated. 
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1 


Ar Bepyord is likewiſe a congregation of the Brethren; 


15 they have built at one end of the town, fince the year 1748, 
a chapel, a congregation-houſe, and houſes for the ſingle 
brethren and ſingle ſiſters. The congregation itſelf was 


ſettled here according to the en of the Brethren 
in the year 1744. | 


To this congregation belong the Brethren's chapels and 


ſocieties at Northampton, Riſely, &c. 2 the r is | 


preaches by the Brethren, | 


. Aw Gene en five * from Derby, there has hook 


a congregation of the Brethren ever ſince the year 1750. 


and a ſingle ſiſter's houſe, and ſome other dwelling-houſes, 


| See Crants's Hiſt. of the Brethren: Mod. Hitt. Part vii. 
3. 3 | 


rn near Pudfey, and fix miles from Leeds in 
Yorkſhire,' is a congregation-place, built particularly for 
that purpoſe, The beginning of the buildings was mads 
in the year 1744, and in the following years, the congre- 
gation-houſe, in which is the chapel, called Grace-hall, as. 
alſo houſes for the ſingle brethren, ſingle liſters, and. 


$1 widows . were built. Here are alſo the cconomies or 


ſchools, in which the children of labourers, who cannot take 
cate of their children on account of the duties of their offices, 


Tae four following congregations are under the inſpec- 


via. 


l B 3 Pubszr, 


my 
-» 


53 


tion and direction of the Elder's coaference of Fulneck, 


Since then they have erected on a ſmall eſtate, bought for 
that purpoſe near the village, a chapel, a ſingle brethren's 
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1 ! 5 Pups v, to which the members of the congregation and 
_ Fx 
1 | ſocieties in the W of Leeds and Bradford be- 

pi 1 | | long, 

i 1 7 

_— | Wrrx, to e thoſe who dwell i in the places near e EE 
$4 ; 
84 Hallifax belong. 8 5 
þ MizyigLD, to > which thoſe in the neighbourhood of | 
| fl Huddersfield and Wakefield belong, 
| |; 1 
1 LirTLE GUMMERSAL; but theſe 1 congregations 
i have their own labourers and chapels, in which meetings 
| | are kept on Sundays and in the week-days, See Crantz's 
ik Hiſt, of the ebe be n . en $ 131. P. 

i 

iy: 

| | Ar Docrx zur 2 village i in Cheſhire, about eight Wd of 
bs ; miles from Mancheſter, is alſo a congregation of the Bre. | 
| | c | | thren : they have a new chapel and two choir-houſes, one 
1 for the fingle brethren and one for the ſingle ſiſters. See 
it Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, Modern Hiſt, Part vii. 
1 us“. Es 
| | | ji [ae AT LZouixsr ER in Herefordſhire, there his been a con- 
| | . gregation of the Brethren ever fince the year 1959 ; they 
| ji | have their own chapel. See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, 

I! if Modern Hiſt. Part viii. $ 216. . 

Ai! . ce 

| i AT HAVERFORDWEST in n Pembrokeſhire, South Wales, 

| j! a congregation of the Brethren was alſo colleRted f in the = SY 

| i above year. 

1 

| i r Since the writing of this piace g chapel has been beit a Bullock fithy i 

| j - two miles from Stockport, which is provides with n from Duck- . | 

J I enfield, [The Tranſlator. ] _ | | 


—— — - > vent ä—ä§U > ns — er 
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1 Ar Bass ros, in the year 1755, a number of the mem 
bers of the ſociety was formed into a congregation, They 


have a new built chapel in the pariſh of St. James. To 
this congregation belongs the congregations in 


7 1 


| Kingswoon, which lies about four miles from Briſtol, 


and has a chapel, and 


In BaTH, a city well 3 on account of i its waters, 
there is a new built chapel and a congregation ever ſince 
the year 1755. See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren, Mao- 
. Hiſt. Part viii. $ 216, 


Ar e in Wiltthire there has been a congre- | 
gation of the Brethren ever ſince the year 1748. But as 
ſome members of the congregation came to live near the 


chapel, they called their proper premiſes Lamb's s. acre. 


The Brethrenꝰ 8 er in Malmſbury belongs to this congre- | 


gation, 


4 


'Bes1Dpgs theſe congregations the Unity of the Brethren 
have chapels in ſeveral parts of England, where their miniſ- 


ters preach the goſpel with bleſſing, for inſtance, at Apper- 
ly in Glouceſterſhire, Frome in Somerſetſhire, COTS in 
Devonſhire, as alſo at Air and Irwin in Scotland*. 

Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren, Modern Hiſt. 3 vii. 


745 * x. 99795 


® They have alſo Choir - Houſes or houſes in viel the Goble brethren 


live alone, ard the fingle ſiſters alone. [The Tranſlator, ] 


t The Brethren have alſo ſocieties and preach the goſpel in Laugharne, 
Carmarthen, and Fiſhgard &c in South Wales, and in the neighbourhood 
of Carnarvon in North Wales, at Eden and Culworth in. Nonthamgnoge: 
oy &c, [The Tranſlator. ] 
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In is ELAND are the following congregations of the 


Brethren. 


. * 


Ix Dv BLIN, the capital of the kingdom, 18 the year 
1750 hey have two chapels at each fide of the river Lif- 


— runs through the city, one in Great Booter- 


lane ”, the other in Stafford ſtreet. 


Uyron the townland Ballikennedy in the county of An- 


trim, the brethren have begun to build a new congregation- 
place, which is called GRACE-HILL, _ Beſide the congre- 
gation-houſe, in which is the chapel and two choir-houſes, 
ſeveral other private houſes are built and inhabited. 


BaitYMAcuicas®, in the county of Derry, on the 
weſt fide of the famous Lough-neagh, is alſo a n ew built 


| congregation-place, to which belongs a chapel of the ſo- 


ciety at Liſnamara, where a congregation or the e 
was ſettled in the year 1759. 


BALLONDERRY, on the eaſt ſide of the aforeſaid Longh- 
neagh : here has been a congregation of the Brethren ever 


fince the year 1755. To this congregation belongs the 
little congregation at Kilwarlin, the latter has alſo its own | 


chapel. 


Ar Dzumarcan, about four miles from Armagh, has 


been a Brethren? s congregation ever fince the year 1759. 


And bually, 


— 


Now called Biſhop-ſtreet. [The Tranſlator,] ; 
This ſettlement is now called Grace field, [The Tranſlator. ]_ 


Ar 


> 
N i 
% 
| | i 
| 
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Ar Coor nir, twenty-ſix miles from Armagh, a congre- 
gation of the Brethren was collected in the year 1765. See 
what relates to the congregations in Ireland, in Crantz's 


Hiſt. of the Brethren, Modern Hiſt. Part vii. 5 186. P. 
viii. $ 216. P. ix. * P. 82755 


1 1 and "PW in the; Fa ee of Penfilvania, are 
the following congregations of the Brethren. | 


. 


BeTHLEKEM, the chief congregation-place of the Bre- 


| thren i in North America, in. the county of Northampton, 


fifty miles from Philadelphia, on a branch of the river De- 
laware, which has retained the Indian name Lechai, or 

Lechi. The latitude of this place has been taken at ſundry 
times, and found to be 40 deg. 37. min. N. L. This place 
was begun! in the year. 194.1, at a time when few Europeans 
were in this diſtrict: a conſiderable number of miſſionaries 
have been ſent from this congregation among the heathen. 
See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern Hiſt. Part v. $ 


e, 7 


Ar Nazanet u, nine miles north of Bethlehem; a large 
building called Nazareth-hall has been erected, in which 
is the. chapel, where the congregation of the Brethren a 


dwelling in their ſeveral habitations about Nazareth, at 


Chriſtianſbrun and Gnadenthal*, meet and have divine 
ſervice on Sundays and holidays. In Nazareth- hall is alſo 


the Pædagogium of the Unity in America. In the year 


1771 the Brethren began to build a new congregation- 
place near the hall, See Crants' s Hiſt. of the Brethren, 


Modern Hiſt, Part v. $ 98. P. ix. 5 256. 


* And Friedenſthal. [The Tranſlator] wo 
2 | LiTizZ, 


16 Tut rarer COnSritubion 


> Lavin a new congregation-place in the county-of Lan- | 


15 caſter, ſeventy miles from Philadelphia. The building of 


this place was begun in the year 1757, and there are now; 


beſides the chapel and congregation-houſe, choir-houſes for 


the fingle brethren, and ſingle ſiſters, and a good many 
houſes for families. See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Breton, 


. ee n $ 219. - 


AT LancasTER, the county town of that name, there 


has been a congregation of the Brethren ever ſince the 


year 1746. The congregation here has a church, a 


congregation-houſe, and a burying-ground in the town. 
See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern Hiſt, Oe 
vi. $174 | N 


In'Yorx-Town, or, as it is ſometimes called, York on 


the Cadoras, twenty-four miles from Litiz, there has been. 
a congregation of the Brethren ever ſince the year 1755s 


who have built a congregation-houſe, as as alſo 1 in 


MovunT-joy, formerly called Donnegal, ſixteen miles 


from Litiz, In the townſhip of BETHEL, twelve miles from 
Mount-joy, near the blue mountains, a congregation of the 
brethren was ſettled in the year 1755, but in the laſt war 


they were obliged to fly from their habitations by the cru- 


| elties of the ſavage Indians, but after the concluſion of the 
peace they gathered again together around their congre- 
gation-houſe. See Crantz' s Hiſt, of the Brethren, Wen 


Hiſt. Part viii. 5 219. 
Ar Ra in he townſhip of 6 rt miles 
from Litiz, MY called 3 -hill, a * 


has 


4 N 2 


# 
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his been nade'of 8 cungregation - place ever ſince the year 
| 3/3 7s near the e as alſo 8 F 


Ar Ennavs in the townſhip of Salifbury, fornierly 


called Maguntſcy, eight miles from Bethlehem. The 
Indian war proved an occaſion, that thoſe who had be. 
longed to this congregation ſince the year 1742, and who 


lived ſcattered up and down, drew together, and erected 
habitations near their congregation-houſe. See Crantz's 
Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern Hiſt. P.'ix.$ 257, 

Is HID ZELEERO in the county of Berks, twenty-four 
miles from Litiz, there has. been a congregation of cs 
NP ever ſince the year 1743. 


Sadie not far ow Nazareth was erected as a con- 


gregation-place in the year 1757. The members of the 


congregation who, live on their plantations beyond the 


limits of the land N to Nazareth attend divine 
ſervice there. 


Is ns on the Mahoni, there was for- 
ly a, conſiderable ſettlement of the Brethren, but it was 
deſtroyed by the Indians in the year 17557, but a congre- 
gation of the Brethren now gathers again together. there, 


See. Crantz” s hiſt, of the, Brethten, Modern Hiſt. Part 


Vi. $ 139. 


In the city of PaitLapsLPHIA there has been a congre- ** 
gation of the Brethren, ever ſince the year 1741, of the Eu- 


gliſh, and another of the German nation; but in time 


they united, and became one congregation. However divine 


v Ber allo the Succin& View, Page 9. (The Tranflator:] 
e C ſervice _ 


- 


— 
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ſervice is performed in both languages alternately. They 
have a church, a congregation-houſe, and burying ground. 


In the Province of New Jerſey at OL DMAN's CARE, 
thirty miles below Philadelphia, there has been a congre- 
gation of the Brethren ever ſince the year 1765. And 


In GR * NLAND, thirty miles from Bethlehem, is a 14 
ſettlement une. e was laid out in „a. year 
1771. 


In the Province of Nzw Von k, and in the API TAI 
of the Province, there has been a congregation of the Bre- 
thren, ever ſince the year 1741, which has a church, a con- 
gregation-houſe and alſo a burying ground in the city. 
See Crantz's Hiſt, of the ä Modern Hiſt. Part vii. 


$ 174: 


In. Dutcheſs county, an hundred miles from New York, 
upon the borders of New England is SrehEuL, a ſmall 
Brethren's congregation ever fince the year 1758, 


In the Province of Rhode Iſland at NREwPORTr, there has 
been a congregation of the Brethren ever ſince the year 
1758, which has a new chapel and burying ground in 
the town. See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, Modern 
Hiſt. Part viii. $ 219. P. x. f 282. 


Ix the Province of MaxyLanD, fix miles from Frede- 


rick's town and one mile from the river Manaxrosy, there 


has been a congregation of the Brethren ever ſince the year 
1757, They have alſo a chapel on Caso manor, - 


2 In Oblong. {The Tranſlator, ] 
| twelve 
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| twelve Engliſh miles from thence, in which the goſpel is 

preached by the Brethren to a company of Engliſh people. 

| munen 8 Modern Hiſt. n. 
L 219. 


In the Province of North Carolina, on the 2 of Wa- 
chovia, are three Mite N of the Brethren... 


Saru, the chief place 5 in by centre of the hind: the 
Brethren 5 N. to build this place in the year _ 


| n the firſt A dds which the Brethren a | 
to build in Wachovia, in the year 175 ze it lies fix miles 
north of Salem. | Th 


- 


Bzrrany, nine miles north of Salem the bela of 
this place was ah in 1760. 


Brs1Des theſe there are two places in Wachovia, 
FrxispLAnD, five miles ſouth-eaſt of Salem, and 


_ FrIEDBERG, eight miles ſouth of Salem, where the gol. 
pel is alſo preached by the Brethren, See Crantz's Hiſt. of 
the Brethren. -Modern Hiſt, Part vii. * _ 7. viii. 


Ow P. x. § 283. 


Tas Unitas Fratrum have alſo eſtabliſhed, in the Evelith 
dominions, ſeveral miſſions among the heathen with bleſſed 
effects. Fro rom theſe miſſions has ariſen, | | 


: An indian congregation in North America, which was 

gathered in CEKoMEKOE, and was compoſed of Mahi- | 
8 en and Wampanos. As this een was ſituate d 
E 3 5 155 5 
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e ſold a large 1 to the Engliſh, in which lay 
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at different places from time to time, it | is neceſſary to 
preventa miſunderſtanding, as if different congregations 


were at thoſe different places, to deſcribe their "removals 
ſomewhat more particularly, When the above - mentioned 


Indian congregation were driven from Chekomekok in 
1746, the greateſt part of them went to Bethlehem, where 


many new converts from the Delaware nation joined them. 


From thence they went, in 1748, to the Mahoni, and built 
Gnagenhutten, twenty-five miles to the north of Bethlehem; 
and in 1754 they built a new place on the Lecha, a 
mile from Old Gnadenhutten, and called it New Gnaden- 
huiten : but as this place was deſtroyed by the ſavage In- 
dians in 1755, they fled to Bethlehem. Part of them built 
in 1757. a new place called Nain : another part of them 


removed behind the Blue Mountains, and built habitations | 
upon a ſpot" purchaſed by the Brethren, on the rivulet 


Weckquetank, twenty miles from Nazareth, But upon 
the breaking out of a new Indian war, in the year 1763, 
they were, though entirely innocent, ſuſpected by ſome 


white people of being ſecretly connected with their ſavage 


countrymen. By theſe ſuſpicions they were brought into 
the greateſt danger, ſp that their lives were not ſecure, 
but were taken under the protection of government, and 
brought to Philadelphia, and firſt placed on Province 
Illand, and then lodged in the barracks of the city. After 


the concluſion of the peace they were ſent by the Governor 


and Aſſembly up into the Indian country upon the Suſque- 
hannah at the mouth of the creek Wikiluſing. Here they 
built a village, and called i it F riedenſpuctten. This proved a 
means that many Indians believed on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and part of them ſettled at this place, and part of them at 
a place thirty miles farther up the Suſquehannah, called 
Tſchechſchequanik. But when, i in the year 1768, the fix 


alſq 


' alſo Friedenſhuetten, the Indian congregation could ſtay 
there no longer. They accordingly forſook their new 
and ſine built village, which conſiſted of thirty-nine good 
houſes, and ten huts, and departed from thence in the 
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month of June 1772, being upwards of two hundred, to 


| ſettle beyond the Ohio on the Muſkingum river, between 


lake Erie and the Ohio. According to the laſt accounts, 


they arrived there ſafe, and have laid out a new place, 
called Welkiktuppek, thatis, Schoenbrunn, beautiful ſpring. 


See Crantz's Hiſt. of theBrethren. Mod. Hift. Part v. $ 102. 


& 103. P. vi. $139. P. ix. $ 260, &c. P. x. 5 284 & 287. 


AnoTHEs Indian congregation of the Brethren had col- 


1 themſelves through the miniſtry of the miſſionary 


David Zeiſberger, in the Indian town Goſcgoſching not 
far from Venango, two days journey above Pitſburg. Theſe 


removed, in 1771, to the Beaver Creek, which falls into the 


Ohio, a day's journey below Pitſburg, and built for them- 
ſelves à village, called Langentoutenunk, or city of peace. 
See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern Le Part 


X. 8 288 and we I 8 


On the iſland of JaMaAiCa, belonging to Great Britain, 
a miſſion was hegun in the year 1754, and ſoon was 
branched out into ſeveral miſſions, on account of the diſt- 
ance of the places from one another ; in each of theſe pla- 
ces the goſpel is preached to the poor negroe ſlaves in the 
Engliſh language, and they are embodied into the chriſtian 
church by holy baptiſm. The places where theſe miſſions 
are ſettled are, at preſent, fix in number, viz. Carmel, Bo- 
gue, Meſopotamia, Elim, Eden, and Iſland b. | 


2 See alſo the Suceinct View, p. 8 to 14. and the note, p. 2. in this 


account. [The Tranſlator, ] 


b « Iſland,” is the name of a plantation, See the Suceinet View, 
* 17 [The Tranſlator. ] 


On 


Hate . 


. — om ve. 
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© On the iſland of Aerigus the Brethren began a miſſion. 


among the negroes in the town of St. John, in the year 
1755. They have not only a church for the negroes inthe 


town, bat they ragen with ed on N . 


þ 5 or ae. 2 


eee of 1 os Brains hae « xegroe \ 


Sh a few miles from Bridge-town,: but preach as in An- 
tigua, upon ſeveral plantations, This miſſion was begun in 


the year 1767. See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern 


Hiſt. Part vii. 5 191, P. * 5 = P. ix. 5 265, P. x, 
* . | 8 > | 


Las r, the LAM ne made a nn under 
the Britiſh government in Eſquimaux bay, on the coaſt of 
Labrador, in the year 1771, with a view to bring the glad 
tidings of the incarnation of God, and of his meritorious 
life and ſufferings, to the Eſquimaux. The place where 
they have ſettled and built a houſe is called Nain, and lies 
in the 57 deg. N. Lat, See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, 
Modern Hiſt. Part x. $ 2974. 


"Val: Under the Daniſh Government, 


By royal Reſeript dated Dec. the 1oth, 1771. leave was 
granted to the evangelical Brethren, adhering to the unal- 


c Since then, the Brethren have alſo a houſe and miſſion near F almouth, 
[The Tranſlator, ] 
d See the Suceinct View, p. 23 to 27. and a brief Aceount of a Miffion 
eftabliſhed among the Eſquimaux indians on the coaſt of Labrador by the 
Church of the Brethren or Unitas Fratrum. [The Tranſlator, ] 

Since the writing of the above piece, a miſſion has been begun among the 


' Negroes in Georgia, by the deſire of a worthy gentleman who earneſtly ſecks 


to promote the temporal and eternal. happineſs of his negroes, and we have 
had pleaſing accounts of the arrival of the Wan and their entrance 


ou 1 80 labour. 1 
tered 


tered Auguſtan confeſſion, to eſtabliſh a congregation-place 
of the Brethren in the duchy of Sleſwick, and at the ſame 
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2 


time was granted to the miſſions of the Brethren in the 


. Daniſh dominions out of Europe all neceſſary church-kber- 


ty, and other immunities, According to this grant, a new 


place of the Brethren is laid out and begun on the late 


royal domain Tyſtruphoff, in the bailiwick of Haderſleben 
and this place is called, n s-FIII p. 


2 W upon the Weſt Indian iſland of St. 


Thomas, is the oldeft miſſion of the Brethren among the 


heathen. The firſt miſſionaries went thither ſo early as in 
the year 1732. The number of the negroes who are miniſ- 
tered unto by the Brethren with the word and ſacrament, 
19 ſo greatly. encreaſed; and their dwellings ſo diſtant from 
the negroe church in New ö that the Brethren 
have built. 


II W formerly called Crumbay, a new negroe 
church, as alſo dwellings for the miſſionaries. The bap- 
tized negroes and catechumens are divided, as the nature 
of their ſituation required, into theſe two congregations, 
and each negroe belongs to that con gregation which is 
neareſt to his habitation. | | 


* 


FriEDENSTHAL i in St. Croix near to Baſſin, or the town 
and haven. At this miſſion- eſtabliſnment the Brethren built 


a ſpacious negroe church and dwelling-houſe in 1753. But 
there were miſſionaries of the Brethren on this iſland twenty 


years before the church was built. Here alſo, as in St. 
Thomas, the negroe congregation encreaſed ſo much 
. it was needful to divide it into * | 


— — 
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| THEREFORE a new negroe church and d webing fas 490 


miſſionaries was built in 1771 on the weſt end of the iſland 
near Chriſtianſtadt and called FaIEDENSBERKOG. This gave 


occaſion to à new awakening among the negroes. 


Is $t. Jan the miſſion- ſettlement of che Brethren is W 


ed BETHANY. As St. Thomas and St. Jan lie but a league 


diſtant from each other, the miſſion in St. Jan was taken 
care of by the Brethren in St. Thomas. But as the negroes 


earneſtly requeſted, that a miſſionary might reſide therę con- 


ſlantly, a proper negroe church and a dwelling-houſe were 


built there in the year 1753. Since then the number of the 


baptized is greatly increaſed. See Crantz's Hiſt. of the 


Brethren, Modern Hiſt. Part ii. $ 37. P. iii. 5 56. P. iv. 


$85. P. v. § 128. P. vi. FI 167. P. vii. $ 190. . 


$ 225. P. ix. $ 264. P. x. § 292 © 


New HzARNHuTH IN GREENLAND on Baal's River, 


in the ſixty- fourth degree north latitude, is the firſt congre- 


gation of the Brethren in Greenland. This miſſion of the 


Brethren was begun as early as the year 1733. 


[rcaranrELs, one hundred miles ſouth of New-Herrn- 
huth on the Fiſher Fiorte, is the other congregation of the 


Brethren in Greenland, and was begun in the year 1758. 


A full account of theſe two congregations of the Brethren 
in Greenland is to be found in Crantz's Hiſt. of Green- 


land, octavo, publiſhed in German in 1765 


— 5 | a . | 
In the BRETHAEM's GarDEn near Tranguebar in the 
| Eaſt Indies is a ſettlement of the Brethren ſince the year 


© See alſo Succin&t View, p. 15, 16, 17. [The Tranſlator.] | 


f This hifory has been tranſlated into Engliſh, and gg in 2 vol. 


octavo, in the year 1767. II Tranſlator, ] 


N | f 1760, 


„„ 


\ 
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3 760, from whence they take care of the miſſion among the 


"War upon the Nicobar iſlands. See Crantz's Hiſt, of 
the INTE. Modern Hiſt. Part i ix, 5 . . 


: Tu HE wie, at Nancauweri, one of the Nicobar iſlands, | 


was begun in the year 1768. The "miſſionaries wait there 


with great patience till our Saviour ſhall open the ears and | 
Kearts of _e heathen for the goſpel, 


IK In the Russ1an EMypiIRE, 


A CONGREGATION. of the Brethren was eſtabliſhed at 


SAREPTA in the kingdom of Aſtrachan in the year 1765. 


The moſt gracious permiſſion was given by an inpenat 
Ukaſe to the Unitas Fratrum to come into the empire and 
to enjoy a compleat liberty of conſcience, and of exerciſing 
their religion agreeable to their own church; conſtitution 
and diſcipline. They choſe for their ſettlement a piece of 
land twenty-four miles below Czarizin on the rivulet Sar- 
pa, which runs into the Wolga, and fince then have erected 
not only dwelling-houſes for families, but alſo a ſingle bre · 


thren's and ſingle ſiſter's houſe, and in the year 1772 a 


congregation-houſe and a chapel b. 
4 


£ Since the writing this book, the Brethren's ſettlement at Sarepta 
has ſuffered much trouble and loſs. Upon the approach of the rebels under 
Pugatſcheff they ſent off all the ſiſters and children, above one hundred in 
number, with ſome Brethren to Aftracan, in what veſſels they had, being 
a few ſmall fiſhing boats; and when the Brethren ſaw the duſt, raifed by 


theſe inhuman rebels, advancing toward them; they retired by land; the 


rebels, purſued them, but although often very near, they could not find 
them; and when the rebels were defeated twenty-four miles below 


Sarepta, the Brethren returned, and found indeed their houſes ſtanding, 


but in a ſad condition, windows and doors broken, and the rooms much 
| | Dp | | ſpoiled 


3 1 
rr 
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In Sr. Parzocautc alſo the empreſs of Ruſſia, in the 


year 1766, made a preſent of a large houſe to the Brethren, 


to perform divine ſervice in it according to their rites, 
Since then the Byethren preach in it every Sunday, See 
Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Modern Hiſt. Part ix. 
9253. P. x. 5 298. Fo 


X. LasTLy, it is not to be paſſed over in ſilence, that 
there are alſo five Brethren in Africa, at Grand Cairo in 
Egypt, with a view to ſerve the Copts with the goſpel, and 
if our Lord pleaſes, to go in time to Abyſſinia. | 


- ſpoiled, all their goods and every thing of value taken away or deſtroyed, ſo 


that they loſt many thouſand pounds, but thanked God that their houſes 
were not burnt, and that there was, to their wonder, ſome flour left for 


their uſe. We thanked God, that none of their lives were loft, and they 


are now, though reduced to poverty, in their habitations and in peace. 


THE 


PRESENT CONSTITUTION | | 


OF WING 
UNIT A 1 AA TK U 


ee e e e 
or the inward Conſtitution of the Uniras FPrarxun. 


$ 1. 


LL the aforeſaid con gregations call themſelves the 


Unitas Fratrum or Proteſtant United Brethren of the 
Auguſtan confeſſion, 


Is the Unitas Srotioin are, firſt, thoſe Brethren which 
conſtitute a part of the ancient Brethren's church, in fo far 
as it is to be looked upon as a religious denomination, and 
even the moſt ancient among the Proteſtant religions. Tt 
is to be particularly obſerved, that this is ſaid only of a 
part, for befides them there are many who belong to the 
antient church of the Brethren, and are of the Bohemian 
confeſſion. To this firſt diviſion of the Unity belong alſo 
thoſe members of the Unitas Fratrum, who are come from 
+ other religious denominations than thoſe chief branches of 


the Proteſtant religion, the Lutheran and the Reformed, and 
| who have N themſelves to the Unity. 


D 2 5 sz 


— —— — 


* 
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„ & co . 


. SxconDLyY, There are members of the Unity, who were 


born and educated in the Lutheran religion, but have joined 


the Teng en ſeparating from _ e oY 
8 To hs Unity of the 8 alſo ts 


thoſe who are of the Prateſtant refarmed religion, and have 
entered into the aforeſaid connexion with the Brethren with. 


opt leaving the religion in which they were born . 


FA 


f 92. 
Tun gracious providence of God itſelf gave occaſion to 

the eſtabliſhing of this union. For when many of the Mo- 

rayian Brethren, who were concerned about the ſalvation of 


their ſouls, fled from their native country, ſettled in Upper 


Luſatia and began to build Herrnhuth, others who were 


alſo concerned about their ſalvation, both of the Lutheran 


and reformed religion, flocked to them, 8 I 


Arrzx all theſe had ſolidly agreed ay united themſelves 


together, through the grace of God, upon the uncontro- 
verted fundamental truths of the holy ſcriptures, upon which 


the ſalyation of mankind depends, then they bound them. 
ſelves together in love, and were unanimous, that they 


5 h The author divides the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant religions into two claſſes, | 


Lutheran and Reformed, and this is generally done by foreign authors ; 
to the Lutheran belong thoſe countries, who have adopted Luther's prin- 


ciples, and to the Refotmed the reſt of the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant churches, . 
though differing in ſome points from each other, Thus thoſe called Re- 
formed in ſome parts of Germany differ from thoſe in others, either in 
ſome points of doctrine or diſcipline. Thus alſo the church of England 


which is epiſcopal, and the church of Scotland, which i is e, are 
2 of the reſormed branch. | 5 


would 


* 
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would bear with each other in non-eſſentials, and would for . 


the ſake of Jeſus and his love, bury all diſputes which 


might ſpring from or lead to ſuch points. They explained 
themſelves publicly in an act ſigned and ſealed by a notary 
public, dated at Herrnhuth, Auguſt 12, 1729. Thar they - 


© nvould not be ſeparated from any one in other chriſtian co eres 


gations, who has been called by rhe Holy Ghoft through the ges 


ppel, wwho has been enlightened by his gifts; and'ſandtified" and 
| fe in the true faith, although ſuch may have a different - 


opinion in one or another non-eſſential article, or underſtand one 
or another text different from them. At the Tame time this 


Was premiſed as à fundamental principle, that every one 
muſt neceſſarily be agreed and harmonize in thoſe points, 
which muſt be truth in each ſoul, ky will be lived? Eee 


theſe ſtand "ou clearly i in the Bible. oa 


+ 
r 
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Arz 1 "_Y 80 part wy 3 ancient eee, 5 
church who received the Auguſtan con feſſion, aſſerted and 
obtained their ancient church- rights, and their own ordi- 


nation of the miniſters of their church. The Unity of the 


Brethren makes uſe of theſe rights, as al ſo of the:conſtitu- 


tion and chürch-diſcipline of the ancient church of the 


Brethren with bleſſing, to the furtherance and ſpreading 


| of the kingdonrof-Jeſus Chriſt, and particularly among the 


heathen, Even in-Herrnhuth the Brethren, with the appro- 
bation of the theological faculty at Tuebingen, given on 
the 16th of April 1733, retained the conſtitution and diſci- 
pline of the ancient Brethren, together with their confor- 


miiy to the Proteſtant doctrines of the Auguſtan confeſſion, 


. 
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1 . 5 
Tas Unity of the Beotheen made it an e . 


ata attention to prevent thoſe members of the con- 


gregation who belonged partly to the Lutheran, partly 


to the Reformed religion, from being ſwallowed up in the 
ancient church of the Brethren, and never to permit that 
church to become a diſtin and ſeparate religion and 


On this account the ſeveral members of the congregation, 
according to their different tropis pædias (ways of think- 


ing and expreflion) have been arranged in, their different 
claſſes, and not allowed to mix, notwithſtanding their moſt 


tender and cloſe union together in eſſentials, that ſo no one 
by becoming a fellow member of a congregation of the 


Brethren might ſtep into a new religion; but on the other 


hand, it is ſettled, that if a brother is of the Reformed Re- 


ligion, he remains a Reformed ; 4 of the es ee he 
. eee Ln of ETed4 


Fon hence POOR that TA AL of A —— 
of the Brethren, who belong to one of the aforeſaid re- 


 ligions, when they ſojourn ſomewhere-out of the congre- 
gation of the Brethren, they not only attend the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, but alſo partake of the holy ſacra- 


ments in their religion from the Proteſtant miniſter, with- 
out the leaſt ſcruple, agreeable to the principle eſlabliſn- 
ed by the divines of the brethren both of the Auguſtan 
and Swiſs confeſſions in the Conſenſus Sendomirienſis, even 
ſo far back as the year 15701. | 


* e Hiſt. of the Brethren, Ancient Hiſt. Kn $32, [The 
TR. J 


 Tuvs 
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3 5 Unitas . of the 3 confeſſion 


conſiſts. of theſe. ſeveral diviſions which are called in the 
5 W tropis eee | | 


e 85. 

"ls i" all this, according to the pluiform here laid. 
Faure might be kept diſtinct and in its proper bounds, and 
that every thing of a ſectarian nature running counter there- 
unto, might be prevented, preſidents and adminiſtrators of 


the tropuſes, are nominated SI in * N | 


the mage rf 


| Monty the Rte of the late Ordinary, Count ZinzendorK, 


he himſelf was adminiſtrator of the Lutheran tropus. After 


his deceaſe two Brethren were appointed to the adminiſ- 
tration of the Lutheran and Reformed tropuſes in the ſynod 
of the Unitas Fratrum held at Marienborn, in the year 
1764, and theſe: Brethren were anew confirmed in their 
offices by the ſynod in 1769, and continue therein to this 


Tas chief charge is, that each, with ſome afliſtants, 
keeps up, in a friendly manner, a connexion with the 
witneſſes of Jeſus in his religion, and pays an attention to 
the manner of caring for the ſouls who are brought to-Je- 
ſas Chriſt here and there by the goſpel. For by means of 


the many journeys made by the Brethren in all countries, 


with a view to the propagation' of the goſpel among the 
heathen and on other occaſions, they have contracted an 
acquaintance with many upright miniſters, and with others, 
to whom the truth, as it is in Jeſus, is precious. By this means 
the Brethren are frequently requeſted by one or another to 

| come 


9 
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come to them on a viſit for the edification of theawakened _ 


ſouls. This has alſo been done, as opportunity offered, 
and ſuch viſits have been for a longer or a ſhorter duration 
as circumſtances required. The purpoſe and the labour of 
the Brethren, proceeding from a ſincere longing for the ſal- 
vation of ſouls, aims at this, to direct thoſe who are con- 
cerned about their ſalvation, and who become acyuainted 
with them, in private converſation to our Saviour, to ſtir 
them up to delieve on Jeſus Chriſt, and to draw them by 


word and example to follow him. At the ſame time they 


endeavour to preſerve the ſouls from ſeparatiſm, and to 

render the enjoyment of the word of God and the holy ſa- 
craments in their public churches important unto them, that 
chus they may, with their whole hearts, approve themſelves 
as people faithful to their religion, and as lights in their 
reſpective places. And this is a chief incumbency of the 
adminiſtrators of the tropuſes, to attend to it, that this 
branch of the miniſtry of the Brethren may go on, as it 
has hitherto done, with bleſſing and good order. | 


$6. 


Tus honorary preſidentſhip of the Lutheran tropus | is ſtill 
veſtedin the ſame eminent divine in the electorate of Saxony, 
who accepted it with the approbation of the ſovereign in the 
year1751. (See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, Mod. Hiſt, 
Part vi. & 14.) But fince Dr. Thomas Wilſon, biſhop of | 
Sodor and Man, on whom the ſynod of the Unity, in 1749, 
conſerred the preſidentſhip of the reformed tropus, which 
he alſo accepted (See Crantz's Hilt, of the Brethren. Mad. 

Hiſt. Part vi. $ 153.) is departed. into eternal reſt,” another 
reſormed divine has been choſen in his ſtead. _ 
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_ Tax difference between the 3 of the Une who 

belong to the different tropuſes, is very little perceived i in 

the congregation itſelf ; for the hearts live in the chief 

matter, Jeſus Chriſt and his merits, and therefore of that 

| the mouth ſpeaketh. Yet when one has obtained a ſufficient 

knowledge of the ſtate of the caſe, he will eaſily perceive 

to what tropus this or the other brother belongs, by means 

of the natural and unaffected converſe with them: for if 

the converſation turns upon the church, church- diſcipline, 

the enemies of the church, the fall of the church, or up- 

on other ſubjects of the ſame nature, a Moravian or Bohe- 

mĩan brother will ſoon diſcover himſelf by his ideas and 

mode of expreſſing his ſentiments, without the leaſt preju- 

dice to that part of his character, that Chriſt ann ay 
1 als ſweet goſpel is his only chief 9 81 is 


Wnoxvzx has been brought upin the Lutheran bel. 
and has not only comprehended the doctrine in his head, 
but has alſo experienced in his heart what Luther has aſ- 
ſerted ſo manfully and boldly touching faith, his ſpeech 


will wir e qi him. 


— 


Oxz of the Reformed religion, who has dies under- YL 
| flood and was zealous in the principles of his religion by. 
fore he came to the Brethren, will be always diſcovered by 
his en and cautious manner of TY . 
1 — 2 | 
33 8 8. ; » *  » 


"Tarr is ao to be found this difference even in the : 


congregations themſelves, that ſome are miniſtered unto 
E with 


4 * 


* 
A 
— 
— 


on. wap, tp, 24145 


4 ron Ws" Set 


a — 
— 


„ OS 


310 
* 


0 . 
FFP 


# r 


LL EIT 
— 


N * — — — Rh 
22 Ä Ä TEES Ia res Ins Nr 
4 


1 


TE _— oY 


Ye Tis /pRaSpNÞCONSPIDYT 1% 


with the word and ſacraments by clergymen who have re- 
ceived their ordination from the biſhops of the Brethren's 
church, others have miniſters Who have been ordained in 
Lutheran, and others in the Reformed church, Thus, for 
" exaniple, the. Brethren's congregation in Neuwied has a 
, miniſter ordained in the Reformed religion ; ;. Herrnhuth, 
" Neudietendorf, Barby, Gnadau, &c. have miniſters ordain- 
ed in the Lutheran church. In Gnadenfrey, Gnadenberg, 
_&c. are preachers who have been ordained by he Brethren's 


.biſhops * "RIG 


© Tr is cdntarkeable; 2 a Weis of ey ancient neee 
church of the Brethren, if he is in a congregation which 
has a Lutheran or Reformed miniſter, he does not ſcruple 
to bave his children baptized by him, or to receive the 


| facrament from him, & c. 45 


PU 
In like manner A brother of the Lutheran or reformed 
tropus, if he is in a congregation, where there is a miniſter 


ordained by the biſhop, he makes uſe of his miniſtry with- . 


out the leaſt . 


* 
" 1 6 « g * * © . "y 9. 


8 thus the fellowſhip {in divine worſhip is unin- 
terruptedly preſerved among the Brethren of the different 
tropuſes, their agreement touching the particular rules and 
regulations of each congregation may be eaſily accounted 
for from hence. If aſbrother of the Lutheran or the reformed 

tropus dwells in a congregation which belongs properly to 
the epiſcopal church of the Brethren, he is ſatisfied with 


— * 7 * . 
* 


k He might have added : And the Brethren's congregations in the En- 
sliſh dominions have miniſters who have been ordained either by the biſh- 


ops of the Brethren or in WS eſtabliſhes church « England, r Teint. | 
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the W regulations, and ceremonies eſtabliſhed there. 


Does a brother come from an epiſcopal church to a. con- 
gregation which is of the Lutheran tropus, he makes no 
objection to the rules, ceremonies and regulations of ſuch 
a congregation, but looks upon it as incumbent on him 80 


act conformable age as 1 as he is id that congre - 


ee * the 4 ' A EL EISLOIR „te af 4 
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on this head this is ill farther to be obferved, That! it 
is not the cuſtom of the Brethren to diſpute together about 
this or that point, about which, people of different religions 


| are ſo apt to enter into controyerſy. One may converſe 
frequently and long with a brother, and be very confidential 
and hearty with him, and never hear him once mention 


ſuch points, as occaſion endleſs matter for contention in 


the different denominations. This is not to be aſcribed to a 


prohibition among the Brethren, but to a conviction in the 
Brethren's hearts, that it is but fruitleſs prating, when 
people are continually ſtarting anew ſuch queſtions which 
— only produce contention. It is the grace of God, for which 
the Brethren are. thankful, that makes them ward off all 
ſchool-wrangling and wars about words, for the ſake of the 
nl point, the happineſs i in Jeſus Chriſt, wy agen 


n 2 8 e of as ola. Ren New Teſtament is 


and ſhall remain the only ſtandard and rule both of the doc-. 


trine and practice of the Unity. They believe that the 
congregation in the firſt and thoſe in the 18th century ſtand 
upon the ſame foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, and 
that the latter can and ſhall have no other rule. They 
therefore with all their tropuſes in all countries a acknow-" 

| e 4 * ledge 
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ledge their agreement to the doQrines of the unaltered Au- 
guſtan confeſſion, as preſented tp the emperor Charles V. 
in the German language, in the year 1630. and as they 
Have frequently and categorically declared, they do this, 
quia ſcripturz ſacrz concordant, (becauſe they agree with 
the ſacred ſcriptures) as is mentioned in Crantz's Hiſt. of 
the Brethren. Modern Hiſt. Part vi. $ 146). The Unity 


of the Brethren have therefore received this confeſſion, be- 


cauſe they look upon it to be a Pe Cn of Raith 


| agreeable 1 to the Wü ſeriptures. 


Ar the 6280 of the Unity held at Marienborn in 1764. 


the doctrinal articles of the Auguſtan confeſſion were again 


read, and heard with hearts in. harmony with them, yea 
with an emotion not unlike the ſpirit of the firſt confeſſors, 
and the Brethren confirmed with their whom wes their 
concurrence with 1 it. 8 | 


Tas Brethren are not willing to be conſidered and re- 
ceived in any country otherwiſe than as adherents to the 
Auguſtan confeſſion. As they have declared even in Ruſſia, , a 
not to mention Holland and England, that they have no 
other confeſſion of faith but that of Augſburg or the Au- 
guſtan l. (See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Brethren, Modern 


1 As the Augſburg, or Auguſtan confeflion is frequently ſpoken of, and 


many Engliſh readers are not acquainted with it, it may not be unneceſſary 
to obſerve that this confeſlipn was drawn up by the Proteſtant divines, 


and preſented by the Proteſtant princes at the diet of the empire, held at 
Augſburg, as their confeſſion of faith. The learned know that at the Re- 


| formation i in England this confeffion was uſed as the ground work to the 39 


Articles, as is evident when they are compared : and all the Proteſtant 
churches in Germany, both Lutheran and Reformed accede to it, ſo that 
it contains the doctrinal 2 of all 2 eſtabliſhed ka — 
9 Tranſlator, ] Fe TAY 
Hiſt, 


iP! 


* 
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Hiſt./Part ix. $ 253.) Vea they have agreed/in their ſyn- 
dds, that no doctrines ſhall be delivered in the congrega · 
tions of the Brethren which are repugnant to the Auguſtan 


confeſſion. Should however any teach oppoſite doctrines, 
he cannot 2000” or retain _ dre br bs Wer- . 


A Ie” 


FF? 12. 


Bur the Biethren receive no es bags?” 8 may * 4 
what they will, and by whomſoever written, as part of their 
confeſſion, They do not depreciate, but leave other wri- 
tings, which a great part of the Proteſtants have received as 
a part of their confeſſion, in their real worth, and believe 
they are intended to explain and confirm the evangelical 


' truths contained in the Auguſtan confeſſion ; but yet they 


are ſcrupulous to receive them as part of their confeflion. _ 


Thus alſo they think touching the writings of the late Or- 
dinary m of the Unity. They would look upon themſelves 


as ungrateful, if they did not acknowledge what God has 
done on the Unity through the miniſtry of the late Ordinary. 
When he delivered a teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, of his deep 


humiliation, of his bitter ſufferings, of his heart replete 


with love, and of. the blood of atonement, and ſuch chief 
ſubjects, then he was in his element. On this account his 
writings are very highly prized by the Brethren, but are 
notwithſtanding, not looked upon by io Brethren | in : auf, 
wen as a ſtandard of doctrine. 


II is ſtill to be obſerved WADE theſe ieh ka bs | 
ws Ordinary himſelf was of opinion concerning his wris 
tings, that it was mee that he ſhould Pag them all 25 


a -. 4 


m Count Zinzendorff. [The Trains] 9 
ſore 
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| 


fore he could be ſatisfied with them ; but he was 3 
1 doing it by the multiplicity of other buſineſs * his n 
N ee een eee e ae ba n one 


As to 8 mee opinions . are ads in his 
endings. he himſelf entreated all and each of his Brethren 
twenty years ago, and at the ſynod, that they would not f 
- aſſert or defend them to any one. The Brethren would 
therefore act againſt e if they did ſo. 


Ah | oo 


. 


| Tovenms the manner of 6 in * congrega- 

1 tion, the ſynod held at Bern in the year 1531, and the eigh- 

. teen firſt chapters thereof, is highly eſteemed by the Bre- 

| thren as 2 paſtoral inſtruction: for it elucidates the words 

; | | of Paul, I was determined to know. nothing among you-but 
| Chrift and him crucified, in a moſt excellent manner. . if 


"#4 


.- TazoreTIC divinity is read diligently to our young 45 
ſtudents; but they are at the ſame time warned not to dwell 
upon thoſe points, touching which the holy ſcriptures have 
ſaid nothing poſitive, and are only problematic; for the 
only fruit which commonly ſprings from this is endleſs diſ- 
putations, from whence no real improvement of the heart 


can be expected. 


— 
5 


Carzckz rie divinity, on the other hand, is taught , 
. inceſſantly in all the congregations, and the aim is, that | 
it may not only be comprehended by the head, but re- p 
_ ceived and ee in * heart. 


Tovenns e e it A not a endy of importance, that 
all be taught touching what i is to be done, and what to be 
5 . 5 lef 
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left undone, but that all be deduced from the right ſource. 
Becauſe” theoretic” divinity contains the right reaſons for 
what we ſhould do or not do: therefore the Brethren chuſe 


to join always Theologiam dogmaticam & moralem (theo- 
retie and practical divinity) together. They believe chat 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles alſo thus combined 


them. Yea they are afraid, as it may too eaſily happen, 
that morality becomes ſapleſs, if our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with | 
all his treaſures of ſalvation which he purchaſed for us at ſo 
dear a rate, yea with his wounds and blood, is not mixed 
conſtantly in all things, and if the inward and outward . 
walk of all the children of yo 18 not deduced from 

thence,” | 


'$ 14. 


Tas Brethren wlicts with their whole 8 ow Paul 
ar, i that every ſoul ſhall be ſubject to the higher pow- 
ers, who rule over him, and therefore aſſume no authority - 
to themſelves in any caſe, which has a relation to the pre- 
rogative of the ſovereign in church-affairs, nor any right 
which is not conſiſlent with the conſtitution of the eſtabliſh- 
ed religion, or which has not been expreſiy granted unto 
| them by the government. | 


"Trrxerore the congregation of the Brethren look up- 
on it as their incumbent duty to give an account of their 
. inward and outward conftitution to the government under 

which they dwell, whenever they are called upon fo to 
do, | | | 


En is therefore alſo a fundamental principle of the Unity, 4 
to eſtabliſh 6 of the Brethren in no country, 
| Z _ unleſs 


* 
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undef the dofring nd ee. of the Rrethren are fr 


* +1 irc of this has e — G 
nities and privileges neceſſary to the very eſſence of the 
conſtitution of the Brethren, have not been granted to the 
congregations by the reſpective governments till after a 
previous examination as aforeſaid. And theſe privileges 
fx the church rights (principia juris eceleſiaſtiei) by which 
the congregations of the Brethren are to govern themſelves, 


ö By | virtue of theſe rights the congregations of the Brethren 


are allowed to regulate their church order and diſcipline, 
liturgy and ceremonies. They appoint their paſtors and 
preachers, have their own congregation-houſes and chapels, 
as alſo burying- grounds: do not ſtand under the inſpec- 
tion and juriſdiction of the ſpiritual courts u, but their 
whole conſtitution ſtands immediately under the inſpection 
and juriſdiQtion of the nant e 8 5 


1 © 65 hn ie 1 
CE; the Brethren look upon the won a 
government in the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant churches, with all 


their rights (principiis juris ecclefiaſlici) as being ſo well 
adapted to the preſent ſtate of the religious conſtitutions, 
that they have reaſon to thank God for it, But they he- 


lieve, that it is not at all adapted to the congregations of 
the Brethren, becauſe they have never been calculated for a 
national dens or eſtabliſhed religion. Nor can they Frer 


= Hereby is. not meant that juriſdiQion of the ſpiritual courts, which 
relates to civil matters, ſuch as wills, or the form of marriage, &c. but 


1\ 


only ſuch as relates nnn cc. [The | | 


Ne 


become 


1 


5 


1 


; +14 


* 


or THE UN ITAS PRATRY Ws 1 


become ſuch, The aim of the Brethren is alone directed 


to this, to further the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, to be true 


and living congregations of Jeſus e and to build them- 
deren Ap, to a houſe of God. 


To. the __— 3 of a <cangregation of the 


Brethren belongs the doctrine of Jeſus and his apoſtles, and 


alſo the congregation-order and practice of the latter, and 
this is the proper rule by which they are to govern them- 
ſelves. And. becauſe the apoſtolical congregation-conſti- 


tution is founded upon thoſe. divine rights which Chriſt 


has. purchaſed, and which he has commanded and granzed 
to his congregation, therefore the Unity holds the apoſtolic 
church · conſtitution as eſſentially neceſſary, ſeeks to pre- 


ſerve it unalterably, and become more and more con form- | 
able to it. | 


* 


+ Pham hence follows that the Unity, with all i its tropuſes, . 
. and all the congregations belonging to it, next to the doc- 


trine of the ſufferings of God, make this their principal 


object. And experience teaches, that ſuch congregation- 


conſtitutions can exiſt very well in the midſt of the eſtabliſh- 
ed religions and church-conſtitutions, to 8 donde of 15 
* and to N binn. F =)» 


4 : * £4 
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Taos: all thefe things, which ak to divine right 
mark the character and conſtitution of the univerſal church 


of Chriſt, belong alſo to the proper character and to the 
eſience of the conſtitution of the congregations of the Bre- 
_ thren. All their inward and outward regulations are 


merely and alone intended for the attaining this Nagar and 
51 n maintenance of an charakter. ade een 
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Turn is, therefore, an univerſal conformity in all the 
Brethren's congregations, notwithſtanding the different tro- 
puſes, and the different parts of the conſtitution which have 


_ reference to the different eſtabliſhed religions of the coun- 
tries, and the privileges granted by the different govern- 


ments. By this the congregations of the Brethren diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves from the eſtabliſhed religions and church- 
conſtitutions among Proteſtants ; but they maintain them- 
ſelves in the univerſality and fellowſhip of the faith, in re- 
ſpeQ of the fundamental truths of the Proteſtant doctrines, 
in both branches of the Proteſtant religion-and their con- 
ſtitutions, for their ſervice and the Per of the ug 


e i 


$ 16. 


Tas rights of an epiſcopal church, which the Brethren 
have received from the ancient Brethren's church, is juſtly 
acknowledged by them as a gracious benefit beſtowed upon 
them by divine providence. It is alſo a bleſſed means, by 
which the Brethren's congregations and their conſtitution 
are ſupported in the midſt of the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant 


churches. However, theſe rights are never made uſe of to 
any other purpoſe, but as far as they may prove a means 
of furthering the kingdom of Jeſus in general, and as they 


are neceſſary in the Proteſtant countries, with reſpe& to the 
eſtabliſhed religions and caurch-conflizution s; for the lake | 
of outward order. | 


Tos this account theſe rights of an ien church 
are eſteemed by the Unity of the Brethren as outward 


| church rights; and the ordination of the miniſters of the 


church 


ö 
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church conſequent to theſe rights, as a power and authority 


conveyed to them by the church to the exerciſe « nen. 


8 * 


n a St, of the church of che Brethren, and 


the prieſts and deacons ordained: by them are, as well as 
other ſervants of the congregation, under the conference of 
elders appointed by the ſynod, and to whom the ſuper- 


intendency and counſelling of the whole unity is committed. 
Nor can they exerciſe their power to ordain, but with 


the 3 * 7 Oe to ert the 


Unity. 


Taz caſe is the ſame in the congregations of 9 Bre- 
thren of the Lutheran or reformed tropus, touching the 
paſtors and miniſters who have received their ordination in 
the Lutheran and Reformed churches; theſe alſo are ſub- 


"ordinate i in the exerciſe of their offices to thoſe who have 
h the ſpecial ſuperintendency of the reſpective congregations, 


which they ſerve, and to the elder's conference of the 
;vhole Unity, 


Yea, in general, the 3 and preachers, as 1 as ; 


all other ſervants of the congregations of the Brethren, can 


retain their offices only ſo long as they exerciſe them with 
the power and grace of the Spirit neceſſary thereunto, and 
approve themſelves as faithful ſervants of God to their re- 


ſpective congregations. 


Hencs it is, that is various e whether of 


the epiſcopal church of the ancient Brethren, or of the Lu- 


theran, or Reformed churches, are eſteemed and made uſe 
of in the Unitas Fratrum. 
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Fe all wands dats with 5 Wunde ecelefiaſtical 
laws, that have reference to the government of the re- 


ſpective countries and to the well being of the public, 
and are not detrimental to the inward conſtitution, the 
congregations of the Brethren conduct themſelves, in all re- 
ſpects, according to the laws of the country: for example, 
zn ſuch caſes, as the publication of the bans, in point of 
marriage, that none marry who are within the forbidden 


degrees of relationſhip, that they are married accord- 
ing to the We preſcribed by _ &c. 0 


8 n 125 


W Fo 5 watchin g over the ſtri& obſervance of [the laws of 


the country, the outward order and diſcipline as becoming 
a congregation of Jeſus ; alſo to ſtand forth where it is ne- 
ceſfary to prevent the congregations loſing or ſuffering en- 
croachments in the rights graciouſly granted unto them 


by the government under which they live; to this of- 


fice the antient Unity of the Brethren appointed. certain 
of their fellow members, by the name of Seniores Civiles, 
and bleſſed them thereunto by the impoſition of hands. 


This is ſtill continued in the Unity with blefling. See 
Crantz's Hiſt. of the Brethren. Ancient Hiſt, Part m. 


$ 31. Modern Hiſt, Part v, $ 125. 
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Of che outward Conſtitution of the UniTas FraTRum. 
. ; | | 7 *. 
LTHOUGH each congregation- place has its diſtint 
& regulation and direction, and no congregation is de- 
pendent upon the other; yet all congregations, inaſmuch 
as they are parts of the whole, and altogether compoſe the 
Unity, are bound together and united in the cloſeſt manner. 
y | 4 - This bond is an eſſential part of the conſtitution of the 
FBrethren, and without this, neither the whole nor the parts 
| could ſubſiſt agreeable to their call from the Lord. There- 
fore to further this, both beneficial and wann connexion 
. e are e held from time to time. 
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Fee eng bebe, Sas bre do Ui thee 


is, as many of them as can be preſent according to circum- 
ſtances. : 8 | 


1. Tnosx Brethren, to whom the ſuperintendeney and 
counſelling the whole Unity has been committed by the 


foregoing ſynod; by virtue of which commiſſion they call 
the ſynod together, open it, and then laying down their 


office, put it into the hands of the ſynod, becauſe the ſu - 


perintendency of the Unity is in the collective ſynod, from 
the time it is opened, and the 3 the „ is 
choſen by the ſ ynod itſelf. 1 5 


2. Tuos ſervants of the church and its congregations 
who have either been called to the ſynod, or have been 
commiſſioned thereunto by their congregations. | 


3. Moreover, other deputies are ſent from the congre- 
gations to the ſynod, who are choſen by the congregations 


out of their own members, and who appear at the el in 


* name of their congregations. 


1 ar theſe members of the ſynod have not only liberty to 
deliver their opinions upon every ſubject, which is diſcuſſed, 
either by word of mouth or by writing, but alſo upon filling 
the offices, and on other occaſions, by voting; but the 
votes are always collected with the greateſt care that it may 
be intirely unknown from whom this or the other vote 
came. 


8 in that view, that in the deliberations which re- 
late to the different choirs of the ſiſters, the ſynod may 


3 | receive 


Ta ER x are alſo at the ſynod ſome eldereſſes hy par- 


have votes. 
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receive FM neceſſary information; but the Brethren alone 


FE 8 * 2. : | 
1 2 general fynod of: the Unitas PEN tene 


e 


© and oute ard ſtate of the Unity, the concerns of the con- 
gregations and miſſions, and every thing relating thereunto, 


are taken into mature conſideration. Where it is found, 


that any thing tending to error in doctrine or abuſes. have _ 


crept in; the ſynod ſeeks not only to remove them, but 


to prevent them for the future, by ſalutary regulations. 


To this end, at every ſynod the Brethren bind them- 


ſelves anew, to abide by the ſimplicity and purity of the 


goſpel, yea to become continually more ſimple and pure in 
the delivery of the doctrine of enn and more faithful 


in the obſervance thereof. 


„ de general diſcuſiion of all aha . 


doctrine and practice, and the inward and outward pro- 


ſperity of the Unity is finiſhed ; then the ſlate of each 
congregation and miſſion is reviſed : here, whatever the 


_ deputies have to lay before the ſynod is taken into coaſider- 
ation, and they are adviſed in ſuch a manner as ſeems 


beſt according to the mind of 8b . and ſoy: the 
WET he i *= 


8 


| Tux holy ſcripture, which, as is ſaid above, is held © 
the Brethren as the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice, is likewiſe. at the ſynods of the Brethren the chief 
. decidendi (rule of deciding). 7 | 
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Bor when affairs are diſcuſſed, inwhichthe holy ſctiptures 
give no ſpecial directions; for example, Appointments to 


offices, new miſſions, &c. the Brethren do not venture to 


act upon their infight alone, but have agreed unanimouſly, 
in all affairs of importance, the conſequences of which 
they are not able to foreſee, to lay the matter before the 
Lord, and to implore him that he _ make his _ | 
x ni unto them by lot. | | 


. SEL dine 1s . 4 by lot, PB ay it as out 
of the hand of the Lox p, in childlike confidence, and ſeek 
to ane it N. 


Heng it is to be les 1 That every time the we is 


made uſe of, a thorough and mature conſideration of all 
circumſtances precedes. 2. That the lot is never made 


uſe of to compel any one to any thing, for example, to a 
journey, to undertake an office, or to any thing elſe which 
. e AER ws] N e nnn or n 


34 0 


Ander hence it appears e that this ufo of the | 


lot by the Unitas Fratrum, is founded partly upon a know- 


ledge of human inſufficiency, notwithſtanding the beſt in⸗ 


tentions, and partly upon an entire confidence in the gra- 
cious condeſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. At the uſe 
of the lot the chief aim of the wiſhes of the Brethren is al- 
ways, that not their but his will may be done. 


Is this reliance upon him, the Brethren have been 


ſtrengthened by an experience of near fifty years, as our 
Saviour has ſet his ſeal to it in innumerable cafes, and that 
ina "uy extraordinary manner. 


1 
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8 4. 
„l ; chief deliberations and reſolutions of thi ſynod 


are, before the cloſe, once more diſtinctly read to the full 
ſynod, and if again agreed * "IE are communicated 
to the to. ed 4 


1 


10 8 ſynod likewiſe appoints the a dirtatlndingy of ys 
Unity, The perſons who compoſe it are choſen by all 


the members of the ſynod, and confirmed by our Lord, and 
theſe are the counſel of the Unity. This ſaperintendency 


conſiſts of ſomerimes more, ſometimes fewer elders, and are 


therefore in their collective body called, The Elder's Confer- 
_ ence of the Unity. The incumbence of theſe is, to endeavour 
to the beſt of their power and knowledge, to counſel and 


adviſe in all things which relate to the connexion of all 


the congregations with each other, to the neceſſary ſupply 


of offices, the faithful providing for the miſſions, the careful 


| ſervice of the children in the inſtitutions for the education 
of the children, and the day-ſchools, the inſpection over 


the writings which are to be printed, and whatever relates 
to the inward or outward weal or woe of the Unity; and 
above all, they make it their chief concern, that the doc- 


_ trine delivered in all the congregations be conformable to 


the holy ſeriptures and the Auguſtan confeſſion, and that 
the walk of the members of the Unity be e theres 


unto. 


„„ Bus thi ſuperintendency is not fixed in certain perſons, 
| but the perſons compoſing it are appointed anew at every 
general ſynod, and it is altered in the form and manner as 
then * to be mor Poet... 
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Ix all the congregations it is a matter of concern, that _ 
the children be trained up in the nurture and admonition 


of the Lord. Therefore the parents, upon whom this duty 


is laid by God himſelf, are not only faithfully exhorted to 
attend to it, but where it is neceſſary, they allo receive 2 . 


e eee ee * 


—- 


* Fog the children, hack FORAY _ girls reſpeRiively,. 
ſchools are eſtabliſhed, in which, under the inſpection of 


the miniſter and elders of the place, they are inſtructed in 


the rudiments of human knowledge, as is the caſe in other 
* _— ſchools, by korn PEEP own ex, 


Bur, as it is = chief aim of the Unity of the 3 


that the children may obtain, in their tender years, a right 


impreſſion of the corruption of human nature, and the re- 


ſtoration by Jeſus Chriſt; therefore, beſides the ſchools, 
not only the children, but the greater boys and girls; who, 
are already learning trades, are inſtructed in, and examined. 
touching the fundamental truths of the goſpel, by the 


miniſter of the place; and this is ſet before them in ſuch 
a manner, that they are at the ſame time ſhewn how they 


may arrive at the enjoyment of the grace and all the bene- 


its of ſalvation PRI for them by the bloody atonement 
| of Jeſus, | 


'$ 6. 
1 theſe aul ſchools and as inſtruction of the 


youth in all the congregations ; there are alſo in the Unity | 
particular ceconomies for education, in which the children 


- =, ; 
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of thoſe ſervants of the Lord who preach the goſpel to the 
- heathen, or who, on account of their calling, live now here, 
and ſoon after in another place, and who cannot attend 


ſufficiently to the education of their children, are not only 
provided for with every thing neceſſary to their outward 
ſupport, but are nurtured with the greateſt care, and edu- 


cated with parental faithfulneſs by brethren and ſiſters ap- 
pointed thereunto ; which is alſo the caſe 1 in 9 


places with the orphans. 


e eee dudy, a Pedagogium 
is eſtabliſhed, in which they are inſtructed in the langua- 
ges and other uſeful parts of ſcience, and at the ſame time 


| _y have the happineſs to be under a careful inſpeRtion, 


Our of the Pzdagogium they are ſent into the ſeminary 


* college of the Unity, the chief aim of which is, that ſuch 
young people who devote themſelves entirely to the ſeryice of 


God may become well verſed in the original languages, obtain 


a competent know:edge of the neceſſary ſyſtems of hiſtory, 


philoſophy, mathematics, and theology, and at the ſame time 
be conſtantly put in mind of the aim of their being in the 
ſeminary ;; namely, that they may be rightly grounded in 
the living knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; that in time 


to come they may be able to relate with joy, what God has 


done on their ſouls, whether employed in the inſtruction of 


children, or as meſſengers among the heathen, or as W 


ters in the ms 


i Kh : E 
Tas nine men and grown up hays in the « con- 


| gregation- places live together in a particular houſe, which 
is _ the choir-hvuſe of the fingle brethren, In the ſame 


G 2 manner 
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manner the unmarried women and great girls dwell together 
in a fingle ſiſter's choir-houſe. And thus in the larger con- 
gregations there are widowers and widows houſes, In thefe 


houſes, each choir and every member thereof attends to 
his calling, works in ſtillneſs, and endeavours to eat his 
own bread; under the r _ care of one or more 
Ns ok mar ſex. 1 


As . 3 are often numerous, care is taken, ani in 


each room, in which it frequently happens that ſix, eight 
or more dwell, a proper inſpection is appointed, that ſo 
bleſſed harmony and good order e not, in any wiſe, be 
interrupted, 


_ Eacu 8 has, beſide the public 6 
ings, its own peculiar meetings for edification, in which all 


that relates to a godly life and converſation is ſet before 
them; yea, each of theſe choirs begins and ends the day 
by preſenting themſelves in fellowſhip before. the Lord to 
implore his bleſling. 


Tas outward regulations touching eating and leeping, 


are agreeable to the nature of ſuch a houſe, and conſe- 


quently in fellowſhip : yet attention is paid to the differ - 
ence in the way of living, of rank and age, and all poſſible 
convenience is FI for the weakly and ſick. 


Tun 5 and fiſters who work and "Be in the fa- 


milies of the married people, enjoy the ſame attendance 
and care touching their ſouls, by the elders of their choirs, 
and they attend the meetings of their choir, but they do 


not therefore always dwell and ſleep in their choir-houſes ; 
but this is regulated according to the n eireumtan- | 
ces of at family, 


Tate 


* 
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Tus eee moe both 3 inward 0 
outward regulations, ſtand under the elders, to whom - 
direction of the whole congregation is committed. 


Warn perſons are married wich the advice of the elders, 


either becauſe their parents or they themſelves think it ex- 


pedient, or becauſe their calling and other circumſtances 
Teem'ts.require it, it is done after mature conſideration, with 


the full and free concurrence of the perſons concerned, 
and never without the conſent of the parents, 


Arrzx the parties have been betrothed, the bans are 
publiſhed according to the conſtitution of the country, and 
then they are married by the regular miniſter in the pre- 
| ſence of the whole . 125 

Aoi their marriage, the new 5 couple are re- 
commended to the faithful care and advice of the elders of 


"the married choir, and that is a chief point of the concern 


of the elders, that they begin their married ſtate in the pre- 
ſence of God, and continue to deport themſelves in it in, 


che name of Jeſus, as an image of Chriſt and his church. 
(Eph. 5˙) . 5 | "82-4 


1 


Tur en eceleſiaſticum (eccleſiaſtical offices) 
continues in the Unitas Pratrum i in the order uſed 'in the | 


p In Holland and England marriages : are 3 ener to the con- 


ditutions of thoſe countries. 


or een een iy 5. | 
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ancient church of the Brethren, and conſiſts of biſhops,” co- 

biſhops, civil-ſeniors and con-ſeniors, preſbyters and oY f 
cons, as all theſe church offices, and degrees, and rh F 
cumbencies, are plainly — by — | 


Tuxs offices are ſubordinate one to 1 other, as fol- 
lows from the nature of the thing; and the exerciſe of 
them depends partly upon the elders conference of the con- 
gregation to which they miniſter, or partly upon the ſuper- 

5 intendency of the Unity, as has been clearly een in 
* „ 8 . 


$ 10. 


Een congregation is governed by a conference of el- 
ders, touching whom it is principally required, chat they 
be perſons who are filled with the ſpirit of wiſdom and of 18) 
counſel, have a good teſtimony in the hearts of the members F 
of the congregation, and have by eg attained en. 


. 


Tuis elders conference have in charge to wateh over the 
whole congregation, over the doctrine, the walk and con · 
verſation of the members of the congregation, the courſe 
of all the choirs and of each perſon, and to make and ex- 
ecute the moſt beneficial propoſals. in all caſes, and to 
avert all hurt and danger. 


Bur to the more effectual attainment of this aim, ſome } 
brethren are particularly appointed and called, The Board 
of Overſeers, whoſe office it is to have a watchful eye over 
the domeſtic courſe and the manner of conducting handicraft 
buſineſſes and commerce in the congregation ; to ſettle _ 
differences, which may ariſe, between members of the con- 
| | | gregation, 


* 
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negation; inn brotherly manner, and to labour with all 
poſſible faithfulneſs to the end, that all things be conduſted 
honeſtly and orderly, not ee e ee but 4 f 
W T 4. 6A 2 


. e F ip ad; 


Tas office of the minider in each congregativa is doh 50 
committed to an ordained brother, who is thoroughly verſed 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, and he bears the name of the 
preacher. And although in the Unitas Fratrum ſuch bre- 
thren who have not had the uſual univerſity education are 
| alfo made uſe of as preachers: yet in the common courſe, . 
none are taken but ſuch as underſtand the bible in the origi- 
nal languages, and have attained a ſolid knowledge of the- 
ology. Even thoſe preachers among the, Brethren who | 
have not Rudied at any univerſity are ſo well grounded in 
the word of God, that their diſcourſes Kew 3 it. 5 


ALTHOUGH in the Brethren” s congregations no one can 
and dare teach publicly, who has not been ſufficiently 
proved, regularly called, preſented to the congregation 
and accepted, and regularly inducted into his office; yet 
all the members of the congregation may and ſhould, in a 
: private manner, according to the command of our gracious 

Saviour, exhort, warn, encourage, and ſtir one another up 
to the faithful following of Jeſus, | 


Ll 


. 1 


Ta meetings of the Brethren for divine worthip, are 
intended for the daily and neceſſary nouriſhment' of the 
| inward man, by the goſpel, and the cloſer application 
thereof to the heart, Theſe are partly, general do&rinat 

1 | meet 
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meetings, into which every one, even ſtrangers, 'may'come; 
partly, ſpecial meetings of the communicants or of the 


Choirs, as of the married people, the ſingle brethren, the 
widowers, the ſingle ſiſters, the widows, the children. 


In all the congregations there is commonly a daily 1 meet- 


7 ing of the children in the forenoon, in which a text ou of b 


the bible i is treated of briefly by a miniſter of the congre- 
gation, aud the children are admoniſhed and provoked to 
love in a hearty manner, as is ſuited to children. Such 


5 adults whoſe time and buſineſs allow it, alſo attend theſe 
meetings, and theſe many. are ee Childres' s meet= 


ings. 


 Towanvs 27 commonly at duſk when the — 
men and day labourers end their labour, there is a meeting 
for all the members of the congregation, in which a teach- 
er of the congregation delivers a diſcourſe upon a text out 
of the bible. | | | 


Azovr nine in the evening, and conſequently ſhortly 
before bed-time, there is another meeting for all, in which 


commonly the ſubject of the text uſed for the edification of | 


the whole on that day, is ſung upon, with verſes which illuſ- 
trate he ſubject : and this meeting is called . . 


$ 13: 


Tuxssx texts out of the bible have been, ever ſince the a 


year 1731, printed yearly in a book, and each text illuſ- 
trated by a collect. See Crantz's Hiſt. of the Prethren, 
Modern Hiſt, . Part ii. $ 21. They are called, Watch 
Words and Dodtrinal Texts, - and contain exhortations, 


* 
n 
* 


A 


promiſes 


er n ere e,, 5 


2 


e ming, confolations out of the Old and New 
Teſtament. They are always collected anew for the fol- 


lowing year, and prepared for the preſs in proper time, - 


that they may, if poſſible, be made uſe of at the beginning 
of each year in all the congregations, colonies, and poſts, 
Experience has taught, that they are a bleſſed means of 


feeding the congregations in all parts of the earth, with 


the aue paſture our d the werd of God ant af cba. 
A eee ge mind. * 2 Ry 
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"dap; or more of theſe meetings are particularly ſet apart. 
| * reading publicly a leſſon out of the bible, which has 


been found a real bleſſing to the whole congregation. From 
Chriſtmas to Eaſter, the acts of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, as they ate drawn together out of the four evan- 
gelifts, are commonly read in ſeyeral meetings in each 
week, and thus the harmony of the four evangeliſts is con- 
cluded by Eaſter, From Whitſuntide the acts of the apoſ- 
tles are read, and when they are at an end, the epiſtles of 
the apofiles, a> alfo the prophets and the Pſalms are read 
in the remaining part of the year. The epiſtles are read. 
according to the order of time in which they were written, 
as many matters contained in them are rendered by that 


means more eaſy to be underſtood. Not only ſhort portions 


or chapters are read in a meeting, but the whole tranſac- 


tion or ſubject, treated of, is taken together, If a ſuitable 
verſe oecurs to the mind of the reader, while he is reading, 
it is ſung, between the parts of the leſſon, to the enliveuing 


of the congregation. He is alſo at liberty, if he feels a par- 
ticular impulſe, by otcaſion of any ſubjeR that ariſes, to, 


peak ſomething upon it, or to add a few words by way of 


$0258 - oh | explanation 


bs 5 5 + 
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explanation or illuſtration of e e 
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4 py 1 the e the Brethren, bis gonna 
& devoted to ediſication. The beginning is commonly made 
| about eight o'clock in the ſorenoon, with the chureh litany, 
awhich is prayed by the mĩniſter, and is accompanied by te 
whole congregation with ſhort aſpirations; | for example, 
when the miniſter prays, Loxv Gop, eur Father which 
art in heaven, the whole congregation, as. with one voice, 
adds, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, &C. and 
prays the whole Lord's prayer. When the miniſter prays, 


b From colds towards thy merit and death, the whole con- 
© gregation adds, Preſerve us, O dear Lord and God ! In this 
al Utany prayers are always offered up for the government un- 


der which each congregation lives, and for the ſupreme 1 
magiſtrate of the country by name, and the local and ſub- | 
ordinate magiſtrates are remembered. This meeting ap- 

4 Pointed for praying the litany is one of the moſt bleſſed 

4 meetings, and none would be abſent from it without the 

| molt urgent, neceſlity a. | 


3 E \ =; 
ae clock in ah FEES: longs ws 
mon, which is delivered inthbſe: phony where the congrs- 


A There is ſome difference in the order of the meetings both on Sun- 

day and in the week days. What is ſaid in general of the time ſet apart 

for the meetings is the caſe in moſt of the congregation-places of the ; 

Brethren abroad; In the Engliſh congregations, moſt of whieh are ſo fi- * 
tuated, that the members of the congregation live ſcattered in the cities, 

towns, or countries, where they are fettled, the times of the meetings are 

determined by the circumſtances. In moſt of the congregations in England, 

the litany is OW Jo 7 * IM. in 2s ſame meeting. opp 
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alen have. public.churches, in the church, FRY 1 
congregations, in tho hall of that congregation, where other 
meetings are kept by the regular miniſter of that congrega- 
tion. He is at liberty to chuſe what text for his ſermon he, 
pleaſes: but in moſt of the congregations in ſuch coun- 

tries here the Lutheran religion is eſtabliſhed, the ſermon 


ia commonly preached. upon, the uſual Sunday?s goſpel 


ax epiſtle. A hymn, or ſome; verſes. out of a hymn, is ſung 
befare the ſermon, and. aſter the ſermon the meeting is con- 


cluded. with the Lord's prayer, ſinging ſome e of a. 
hymn. andthe uſual bleſſing. 


NE A ASI A wn 


forenoon, between the church-litany and the ſermon, is a 


mecting for the children, in which the doctrinal text of that 
day is ſpoken upon. About three is a meeting for the mar- 
ried people, in which a diſcourſe is delivered, and the bleſs- 
ing purchaſed by the meritorious life and ſufferings of Je- 
ſus, by which the matrimonial tate may be condutied hap- 
* V is ſet forth. | 


- Svc diſcourſes lee #65 rere) 0 the widowers, wis 
dos, ſingle brethren, fingle ſiſters, to each diviſion ſepa - 


rately, in the week days, and how they may apply the 


merits of jeſus to the ſanctification of ſoul and body in 
their calling and tate, is laid heated as =_ been already 
a gots in 7 ama 


Aro bre o'clock in the afternoon is a a liturgic manting 
of the communicants, in which a ſolemn hymn is ſung to 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Theſe hymns are ex- 
preſſive both of their underſtanding in the goſpel, and of 

the ſenſatidns of their hearts on account of the benefits of 


H 2 grace, 
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grace, which God in Chriſt has revealed unto und grants 
them to enjoy. Therefore they accompany their ſongs of 
praiſe. and thankſgiving with an outward ſign of their de- 


1 vs by ue Fs ng, = or ME ors . 


en evening is a meeting of the whole . 
gation, in which, by occaſion of the watch · word or doctri 
nal text, the great grace which God ſhews e a congre- ; 
gation of Jefus Chriſt and all its members, is more par- 
ticularly treated of; and how they ſhould walk before him 
worthy of this heavenly calling until the day of his appear- 
ing. And this is called, The Congregation. meeting. 


FinALLY, the ſolemnization of Sunday is commonly 
concluded about nine o'clock mo an n ROE 1 
the whole Fongregation ”, 7 | 


2 % ; 16, 


Bes1p the liturgic meetings an Sunday, as mentioned 
above, ſome meetings are alſo appointed in the week days 
for ſinging ſuch hymns of praiſe and thankſgiving, among 
which that hymn, O head /o full of bruiſes, &c. which is 


ſung on Friday evening, is particularly diſtinguiſhed. In 


theſe liturgic meetings the kiſs of peace is imparted by each 
to the perſon who ſtands next, both on the brethren's and 
on the ſiſters fide*; and this is done during the ſinging ſuch 
a part of the hymn as has a reference to the covenant of 


r The firſt and laſt meetings in a family, in which they recommend 
themſelves to God and his grace, is called i in Germany, the morning or 
evening bleſſing. [The Tranſlator, ]- 

In the meetings of the Brethren each ſex fits ſeparately, the Brethren 
commonly on one fide and the ſiſtrers on the other fide 1. the chapel or __ ' 
[The Tranſla tor. J 

love 
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love and peace, in which the 5 of th congragation 
In” „ IF» 4 tage - 


way gde e eee ee Is 


. thren and ſiſters, ſo that ſome lines are ſung by the bre- 


viſions together; by which means the ſinging is rendered 
more agreeable, and it promotes the attention and preſence 


of ming of each perſon preſent. 


PA 17. a 


Tuxxz is alſo a 3 meeting for that company which 
have bound themſelves to make particular interceſſion for 
the furtherange and ſpreading of the work of the Lord, for 
all the inward and qutward concerns of the congregation, 


for the magiſtracy, for the ſervants of the church, and for 


all thoſe who recommend themſelves to the prayers of the 


_ congregation. This regulation was made in the . 


(See Crantz s Hiſt, of che Brethren. Modern Hiſt. Part ii. 


521.) Each member of this company chuſes for himſelf 
an hour by day or night, in which he makes it his peculiar 


employment to cry unto the Lord for his protection and 
help in all the circumſtances of the congregations, and 


| = of the miſſions A the Os 


Patton come NPR once in a * to peat and. 
adore the Lord in fellowſhip for his gracious aſſiſtance. In 
ſuch meetings alſo the ſubjects, which they are eſpecially to 
bring before God in prayer, are mentioned to them. 


8 


$ „ 


Tus ſinging in the meetings of the Brethren has ſome- 
ching very agreeable in it, becauſe it is very different from 
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— 
that account more devout and harmonious; The hymne 


which are at preſent moſt in uſe are, for the moſt part, in 
the Minen Brueder: Gefang  buch *: and are: partly, taken 


out of the hymns of :the-primitive chureh, of the Unity oſ 


the Brethren; and of the: Lutheran: church, and partly out 


3 e ; * 1 . 
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Sous hymns which a quarter of acentury ago were either 


made uſe of in the congregation, or printed in collections 
of hymns, have been long ſet aſide and diſuſed, though 
they never bore the meaning which was affixed” to them,. 
partly out of mockery, and partly out of miſunderſtanding, 


but as ſome of them were not adequate to the ſimplicity 
and ſeriouſneſs of the divine truths, and were interwoven | 
with a play upon words, which ſank i into > trifling, therefore 5 


they are leid aſide. 6a 


Yea tho;miniter an 1 
ban mech pains, from time to time, to expre ſo themſelves 
in hymns in a. more intelligible, clear and ſimple manner, 
that no dovout and thinleing heart needs heſitate, while he 
i+-finging;.or be-filents upon the queſtion. to himſelf, Un- 
derſtandeſt thou what thou art finging-? Anthems or can» 
tatas are, from time to time, compoſed and printed, both 


or the common feſtivals of the chriſtian church, andi ſor 


the particular ſolemn. memorial days of the church of the 
Brethren; theſe are ſung by the muſical choir of each con · 
gregation, and accompanied with ſoft inſtrumental muſic u, 


© This hymn book is not in Engliſh.” The Brethren in 1 have 
printed ſeveral hymn books. [ The Tranſlator.“ 
u la moſt of the foreign congregations, and in n 8 
greg-tions this is the caſe, but it is not to be met with in ſome of the 
leſſer congsegations, for want of hands and voices, [The Tranſlaor. ] 
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and at proper intervals cot n fing verſes | 
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In the n er a children e 
| n GE are catechiſed in a very pleaſing manner with 
” The miniſler changes the beginning of a verſe in- 
3 dhe children ſanſwer by ſinging theremaining 
part of the verſe, For inſtance, when the miniſter nne, 
Where are you your life eyeing? The children anſwer, 
Upon the croſs as dying. — Our healer nes in death, &c. 
Quveſtion: What will you without fail? Auſwer, His 
death and paſſion ever, Till foul and body ſever, hall 
in my beart's feceſs prevail; or, Why was Chuiſt's ou 
with helliſh pangs ſurrounded ? Anſwer; Alas, umi fins 
have him my Saviour wounded, I ſhould have waded thro? 
this ſea of anguiſh, —Whichanade him languiſh. Queſtion : 


To whom doth now all praiſe pertain ? Anſwer, Unto the 


Lamb, for he was flain !—and hath redeemed us. 8 
2 blood, and made us kings : and prieſts 1 to God. , 


„Net 


Tun pleaſing kind of Sebi e and the children's 


Po, has made ſuch.an e on ie as 


ml be ee, 
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— . rites and Ann bnd 
In the congregations of the Brethren. It is rather obferv- 

able, that a certain ſimplicity agreeable to the nature of 
the thing rules in all their church' acts. Their miniſters 
are not diſtinguiſhed from others in their dreſs, except that 


at ſolemn church- acts and particularly ar the "__ com- 


mumon 28 wear 2 ſurplice. N 


'» 
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Ar the baptiſm of bildren ther are 3 fire. 
witneſſes - + who, after the baptiſm, together with the mi- | . 
ee rags on n, and bleſs i it. 5 8 1 


jones 60 en ee! is eee bo” 
they-are ardently commended by the miniſter in a fervent 4-4-9 


85 | prayer, to the gracious protection of God from all evil, 

*« from the power of ſin and ſatan. On the other hand, at 

q | the baptiſm of the adult heathen ſomething like an exorciſm 

4 is uſed with bleſſing; as beſore the baptiſm all the pow- 
rs of darkneſs are commanded to depart from the perſons 

i to be baptized, and e ag 080 | 

D n Hinged M tf 
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os © the communion the hallowed bread i is conſecrated 


: 
| | and 'adminiſtered by the officiating miniſter, with the aſ⸗ 
+ ſiſtance of ſome deacons, to the communicants, and kept 1 
1 long in their hands, till it is diſtributed to all, then it is 
6 enjoyed by all in the ſame inſtant, and after the enjoyment 
F the Lord is adored by che participants on their Knees or 
f 1 proſtrate; on which occaſion the conſecrator commonly 
, 15 repeats once more the words of Inſtitution, « Eat, this is 
þ his body ; which is given for you. Thus alſo the bleſſed 
N cup.is divided 8 communicants ; Rane "_ 2 
oy i ; #7 of i. 
4 | mii ee there are but three witneſſes. I The Tranſlator-) | 
1* * Something like this is uſed in ſome Proteſtant reign urea. , 
baptiſm . ae. 8 | HS ba 


nion. 
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Tur * communion is adminiſtered in the congre- 


gations of the Brethren once in four weeks,” in the eve- 
ning of the ſabbath. All the communicants Who babe 


freedom: in their hearts ſo to do, go then to the cbmmu- 


i 7 N 


Ir the week before the communion, the inlet re- 


* 144 19 1 4a #5. 4 


minds all che Participants of the Pong and real prepa- 


#4.4 a 4» 


of St. Paul, Let wer. oue examine PT 5 4 f 2 eat, Kc. 
and applies it cloſely to their hearts. Vet che brethren 


are ſpoken with by their elders, and the fi ilters by their 


eldereſſes before the communion, that they © may obtain 


An knowledge of the ſlate of their hearts ; aud as the elders | 


ſand i in the cloſeſt | connexion with the brethren” and liſters, 
therefore they are able to give them the molt certain advice, 
and. ſometimes, for conſcience fake, to counſel them, after 


conſulting. the elders of the congregation, to abltain once, 


and even oftener, if found neceſſary, from the holy << n. 
munion. | | V4 


In this caſe it is particularly attended to, that no one 


paſs. an improper judgment about thoſe. who do not go 
once or oftener to the communion, whether ſuch abltain 


either on account of their own conviction or by the advice 
of the elders, or that no one enquire, out of idle curioſity, | 


into the cauſe of their abſtaining from the holy commu- 
nion. | ee a 


| 1 the brethren firm i in conftant confidence of heart 
with their elders, and the ſiſters with the eldereſſes, and 


pour out all their concerns and open the ſtate of their 


ww 34% 
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hearts unto them; therefore there is no other confeſſion 
among the Brethren. The abſolution is alſo only prayed 
for, in fellowſhip, before the holy communion, and eco 


panied with the kiſs of Nea. 


— f 8 21. 


Tun Pedilavium or foot-waſhing was, at the beginning | 
of the renewed Brethren's church, made uſe of by a few 


| perſons among themſelves (See Crantz's Hiſt, of the Bre- 
thren, Modern Hiſt. Part ii. 5 21.) They looked upon 
themſelves as bound to follow the command of Chriſt in 
John xiii. Ye ought to waſh, one another r feet. But it was 
not done before the holy communion, much leſs with the 
whole congregation. - This firſt took place in ſome con- 
gregations after. the Brethren were ſpread in foreign coun- 
tries and colonies, and in the beginning it was done before 
every communion : but at preſent it is only adminiſtered 
to the whole congregation at certain times, for inſtance, on 
Maundy Thurſday, Care is taken, on this occaſion, that 


not only the elders of the congregations, but the other 


communicants alſo waſh one another's feet, 


I 


Eacu ſex has the foot- waſhing among themſelves, either 


In different halls or at different times; and the miniſter 
during the tranſaction ſings ſuitable verſes, which treat of 
the cleanſing, and waſhing away. of ſin, by the blood of | 


Chriſt. 


Tus foot-waſhing is alſo 2 in other caſes, for in- 
ſtance, When a whole choir celebrate their annual feſtival, 
| when they call to mind all the grace and benefits received 
from the Lord in the foregoing year, and implore, in fellow- 

hip, 


p : 
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, pardon for all unfaithfulneſs defe&s and miſtakes | 
which have W nie 


3 $ 22. 
; Fan | 
departure; but not juſt in the moment of their expiring, as 
this is uncertain, and many patients are juſt then not 
IN | 


1 Tu TTY is s till a particular uſage in the congregations of 
the Brethren ; they aſſemble together on Eaſter Sunday, at 
the riſing of the ſun, in their burying grounds. Firf, 
They call to mind, on this occafion, the reſurrection 
of their Lord and Saviour; and when the minifter ad- 
| dreſſes the congregation with the words, The Lon p is 
rien, the whole congregation anſwers, as with one voice, 
He is riſen indeed. Then che miniſter reads a confeſſion, or 
what is called the Eaſter liturgy, and in this, the everlaſting 
: fellowſhip with thoſe, who in the foregoing twelvemonths 

nn wanne 


Turs is hes be obſerved i in i touching the 
- rites and uſages in the congregations of the Brethren, that 
they do not remain, in all places and at all times the ſame, 

without any alteration. The Brethren have reſerved to them- 

ſelves the liberty to alter and to amend, which the ancient 

| Brethren in Bohemia and Moravia made uſe of, when they 
regulated their church-diſcipline, agreeable to the old 
canon, Differentia cæremoniarum non tollit unitatem 
_ eccleſiz (the difference in ceremonies a not r the 
if —_— the church.) 
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4 TED 
Ts E church of the Brethren has eſtabliſhed certain 


rules and orders in all congrepation-places. Theſe rules 


are calculated that all evil may be prevented i in the con- 


2 gregation, and that every thing which could g give riſe to 


ſin, might, as far as poſſible, be removed out of the way. 


"Theſe rules and orders of the congregation are laid before 


all thoſe who deſire to be received into the congregation, 


If they accede to them willingly and with conviction, then 


they promiſe to obſerve them by giving their hands, or 
ſubſcribing them ; but they remain at their full liberty, 
that if they change their mind, they may leave the congre- 
"gation, and are no longer bound by theſe rules and or- 
ders. | 


We Vs " * e as not ee himſe!f 
conformable to the rules and orders of the con gregation, 


and has of courſe loſt ſight of the aim of his being in the 


congregation, he falls under the church diſcipline, which 
has been handed down, in the congregations of the Brethren, 


from ancient times. An offenſive: walk, ſeducing to the 
works of the fleſh, or to what is called by the name of fiee- 
thinking, yea, every thing which can prove a hurt to ſouls, 
or a loſs of the glory in Chriſt, are tranſgreſſions which 
fall under church diſcipline. On ſuch occaſions, not only 


the tranſgreſſion againſt the congregation rule is at- 


_ tended to, but the wrong ſtate of heart out of n ſuch 


evils 4 is alſo ken into men., 


Eacu brother on filter in 4 congregation who Se 
any thing wrong or offenſive in another, be it who it will, 
is bound, according to the rule which our Lord has given, 

| f 10 


2 


1 


a , admitted unto it. 


br TI Wir do nar * 


to'mention it to the perſons thiinſelves, and to'ethort und 
reprove them. If this doth not avail, "their duty then re- 


435 "that they neither conceal it, nor make it umptu - 
ently known in an "improper place, but they are to 1 


quaint their elders of i it, that it may de examined into. 


1 the perſon who has committed the offence can, by 
hearry converſation and 'exhortation, be brought to a real 
ſenſe of his fault, and to repentance, the elders try to 
make an end of it in ſtillneſs. But ſuch a perſon abſtains, 
as is fitting, from the holy communion for a longer or 
ſhorter: time, according to the nature of the caſe and 


' circumſtances ; and if he does not abſtain of himſelf, it is 


then declared unto him in the name of the * 


8 25. TP 


Diva this not 8 the end Bi viz. aan 
ment; he is then called before the board of overſeers, 


where his tranſgreſſion is not only earneſtly brought home 


to his conſcience, but if he dwells in a congregation- 
place, it is alſo declared unto him, that if all the admo- 


nitions he receives do not lead him to amendment, he will 
deprive "himſelf of the fellowſhip of the Brethren, yea 
more, of the privilege of dwelling in the congregation- 
Place, in conſequence of having, of his own free e ace 


0 to che ee of the er e 485 
oy this has not vey defired effect, alk the _— of over- 
* ſeers declares in the name of the congregation' to ſuch a 


perſon, who continues to give offence, particularly if he 
ſeeks to ſeduce others, that he can dwell no longer in the 
eongregation- place. Such an excluſion is made known in 


the 


W nr CONSTITUTION | 


with denouncing ſuch curſes as are uſual at excommuni- 
cations or bans, but with a forrowful and compaſſionate 


unfortunate. e 


ſon to che mercy 1 God. 


wv AIR: 8 26. 


* excluſion, as the church or congregation-diſcipline has 
not a-mere civil regulation for its object, and therefore 
does not paſs ſentence upon, and puniſh, a civil tranſgreſ- 


e f e 


. contrary to ON ſhould fall fo far as 
to be guilty of treſpaſſes againſt the laws, as by fornica- 
tion, adultery, theft, breach of the peace, drunkenneſs, 
fraud in dealing, defrauding intentionally in the taxes and 


to be 4 e n to law. 


— 


4 = a member of the congregation, nor tolerated among 
1 them: until it be evident, that he is thoroughly con- 
vVerfed, and. that his heart and mind is truly changed be- 
fore he can be eſteemed as fit to enjoy the communion of 

"__ * * * in the u . 02 ON 
A this i is dick d Be PE to, at 1 
| time, when the cenſure of the congregation; is removed, 
! | * a perſon na, to the holy communion, The 
1 1 ; 1 8 iy congre-: 


the public, congregation council but this is e 


feeling, and hearty admonition, and 2 ſuch an : | 


2M: loſs of enki honour, 4 fortune, * Tl 


tion, or lay a civil en _ a mere 8 8800 


impoſitions of government, and other vicious deviations, 
inch an one is left to the examination * 


- 42310 how WL —— n an 5 


. - — 
7 a : 
7 r 7 

— N * 

n 

4 44 — - 
wa 
* * 2 
5 2 * 


* 


. „nr rn nir 247 '. 
7, ed V5 # 
15 Freer r re Gee bes, canons or 
rules which eſtabliſh the length of time, in which a perſon 
7 wuſt remain under cenſure, or any outward penances, as a | 
proof of hisrepentance. But as ſoon as a real amendment and 
| thorough converſion is perceived in any one under diſcipline, . 
F then he is, according to the meaſure of the degree of his 
\ cChaſtiſement. either admitted in ſtillneſs to the holy com- 
munion, or reronciled to the congregation, after reading 
publicly his deprecation, or he is abſolyed from his tranf. 
+I by LT of Lands | in the PR of the con. 


gregation, : - 
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4 whoever does not bear his chaſiſcment with pa- e 
tience, is angry on that account, and becomes callous in | 
his mind, he either ſeparates himſelf from the congregation, | 

or receives, as is already mentioned above, the advice to 7 
withdraw from the congregation · place. Of the firſt ſort | 
there are, alas, many ſcattered in the world, who, becauſe 
they were not allowed to live in the congregation accord- 
; - | ing to the will of the fleſh and of carnal reaſoning, have 
complained of compulfion and blind obedience, lay the _ 
fault of their deviations upon others, and heap up condem- 
. JPG 5 


Gxzar patience is ſhewn in hi K of the . 
. Brethren with poor and weak minds, who do not walk ac- 
cording to the rule which the mind of Chriſt requires, 
more from weakneſs, than wickedneſs, and one waits with 
great forbearance and indulgence for the fortunate mo- 
ment, when they find their hearts, and turn to the Lord, 
wo has alſo bought them with his blood. But they muſt 
5 r — | ' £ not 
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their elders who. are ie appointed 10 ah over. them : : to 
as ſoon as they become ſeducers, the congregation pray not 
only; in their lütany, Fut fir from. thy Lebt a all 1 ſeducers s but 
"they. alſo ſeek to put it practically into execution. f Such 
perſons are deſired, having the free diſpoſal of their Bode 
and chattels, to remove to ſome other place, and to avoid - 


* 


| the fellowſhip of the Brethren. Neither can they be received 


into other congregation -places, as they can produce no ſuch 
teſtimonials from their elders, as are given to members of 

t congregation, who remove to other. ne 
places. But ſuch ſeducers are left to Rim and his un- 
bounded mercy, who, although he is love itſelf, yet pro-. 


nounces a ſevere ſentence upon them, Mate. 18. 65. 
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